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COLLECTION 
OF THE 
Debates and Proceedings 
PARLIAMENT: 
In 1694, and 1695. 

Upon the INQUIRY into the 


Late Byiberies 


AND 


 Coprupt Paactices. 


Tanquam majus ullum Populo Bellum fit, quam cum 
tus, qui Legum Greadinita cauſa creati, nihil juris in Ci- 
vitate relinquerent. T, Liv. 

——As if any ar were of ſuch Conſequence to the People, as 
that which 1s carried on againſt thoſe who being brought into the | 
Legiflative, and intruſted with the Laws, overturn all Law, | 

i and leave neither Right nor Tuſtice in the State, 
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T 1s moſt evident to all ſuch who are in the leaſt acquainted with the 
Greek and Roman Hiſtories, that BRIBERY and CORRUPTION 
were the chief Cauſes of the Overthrow of thoſe free Governments, 

By theſe Means Philip of Macedon rumd moſt of the Communwzealths 
of Greece, ſo mucy celebrated in- Antient Hiſtory. 

The Spartan State which bad flouriſh'd with ſuch Glory about $00 Years, 
was ſoon deſtroy'd by the corrupt Uſe of thoſe immenſe Riches their Allatick 
Conqueſts furniſhed them with, 

The Ruine of the Roman Commonwealth 7s (by all who have wrote 
upon that SubjeF) attributed to that Corruption with which tney were over - 
run after they became Maſters of Aſia, and tne Plunder thereof. Before 
that time Honour had been the Reward of good and great Adtions, but then 
Atoney without Merit opened the Door at which Fools and Knaves entred 
when honeſt Men could not be admitted - Then it ſeen*d a Crime to be ver- 
tuous ;, and People became ſo degenerate, tht the Conſulſhip, Govern- 
ment of Provinces, Commands of Armies, and every Publick Employ- 
ment, were put to ſale, and all carried by Caballing and Bribery, without 
any regard had to the Merits of Men, and their Services to their Country. 

This occaſtoned that ſevere Exclamation, O Urbem venalem fi 

VF Emptorem invenillet ! Intimating, that they would ſell even the City ir 

ſelf, if a Man were found who had a Purſe ſufficient to make the Purchaſe. 

And it 1s yet freſh in Memory, how our own Nation was brought to the 
very Brink of Deftrudion by the corrupt Pradices of the Reign of King 

Charles the Second. Then was the time when all Men of Vertuc, un- 

tainted Probity, and Love to therr Country, ran the Hazard of being ruin'd. 

Then was the time we beheld a Band of abject PENSIONERS »n Pariia» 

ment, a Lift wyercof is yet extant. Then was the time we ſaw our Se- 

nators wearing the Badg of Slavery, and doing a Tyrant's Druagery, for 

Clothes and £:ftcrauce. Then was the time when no leſs Sum than 
252467 1, n, quandred ameong$ thoſe Mercenary Wretches 1n leſs than 

three Years , and it 15 well known who was then Lord TREASURER, 
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Then was the time when an hungry Member was ſure of a * Dinner 
at one or other of the Publick Tables kept abour Weſtminſter, (and which 
very lately began to be ſet up again) to fred the Betrayers of their Country - 
And that they might be at band, Sir John Copleſton and Sir Richard 
Wiſeman were then allowed to keep open Houſes at the Foot of the Parlia- 
ment Stairs. | | 

So numerous were theſe Hirelings 1n toat illuſtrious Body, that if any 
Point were therc carried on England's /zde, it was often but by the poor AMa- 
Jority of two or three Voices. And 1 cannot but remember upon this Occa- 
{z0n a Story, (for the Truth whereof I can undertake) There was a contended 
EleFion m that Houſe of Commons between Mr. Trenchard and Mr, 
Bertie; and it being carried for Ar. Bertie, the Lord O Brian, who-was 
related to the then Lord Treaſurer, came m Triumph to himmwith the 
News, and ſaid, My Lord ! We have carried the day, and voted thit- 
teen more than one and twenty. 

The Nation groaned under the Burden of theſe inglorious and wicked 
PratFices, which ripened us for Rume ,, and to this Day their ſad Effeds are 
very ſenſibly felt. We then traffict'd away the Peace of Europe ; and 
to that Corruption 1s owing the Growth, and hitherto unſubdued Power of 
France. | 

If to ſell the Determination of any Difference between private Perſons 
be held in the higheſt Deteſtation, how juſtly exccrable then do thoſe ren- 
der themſelves who traffick away. Nations and the Rights of a free-born 
People !? | 

Me bave a famous Inſtance of the tranſcendent Juſtice of our Nation, 
tn the caſe of the great and learned Lord Conancellor Bacon : He was thrown 
down from his high Station, upon an Accuſation of Bribery, though all 
that then was poſatvely proved againſ> him was bis allowing a Servant to 
accept a Preſent of a Set of beaten Silver Buttons, 
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* The Pra&ice was, that beſides a Diner, when they had done any eminent piece of 
Service, every.one found under his Plate ſuch a parcel of Gwinea's as it was thought h1s 
Day's Work hag merited, | 
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An Exaf# Colleion of the DEBATES 
and PROCEEDINGSmnPariia: 
IENT, 72 1694, © 1695. upon the In- 


quiry into the late ÞBriberies and corrupt 
Pradtices, &C. 


HAT the Inquiry into the .corrupt Practices here related 
was as accidental as neceſſary, will be readily agreed by 
thoſe who conſider from whence it came: We find in the 
Hiſtory thereof mention made of the monſtrous Sums of 
Thouſands, and Tens of Thouſands ; yet at the firſt the Paiment of 


that petty Sum of ten Pounds, or leſs, had certainly prevented this 


happy Diſcovery ; the Rife whereof was from Roy(ton, not. from the 
famous Tvry Club there, but from the juſt Complaint of ſom* honeſt 
Inhabitants, againſt Abuſes of Officers and Sovldiers in exacting Sub- 
iſtence-Money. This coming by Petition before the Houſe of Com- 
mons upon the 1 2th of January, 1594. and the Petitioners, and alſ9 
Mr. Tracey Pauncfort Agent tor Colonel Haſtings's Regiment, and 
the Officers complained of, being heard and examined, it 7as (upon 
the 23d of January) Reſolved, That the Officers and Souldiers of the 
Army demanding and exaGing Subſiſtence- Money is arbitrary and illegal, 
and a great Violation of the Rights and Liberties of the Subjed ; and 
thereupon Ordered, that the Commiilio::ers for taking and ſtating 
the Publick Accounts do lay before the Hon their Obſervations of 
the Abuſes and ill Practices committed by the Agents of the Regi- 
ments of the Army, and that the ſaid Agent Pauncfort ſhould forth- 
with lay before the Houſe a particular Account of the Moneys re- 
ceived by him, and how he had paid the ſame, and when, and to 

whom, and what remained 1n his Hands, And, 
Upon bringing in his Account accordingly, and being examined 
thereto, on the 28th of January, it was (upon the Conſideration of 
B the 


(2) 

the Obſervations of the Commiſſioners for taking and ſtating the 
Publick Accounts) Reſclved by the es That the ſaid Apent, for 
neglecting to pay the Subſtſtence-, 17 oney to the Officers and Souldiers that 
quartered at Royſton, having Moneys in is Hands to do the ſame, be 
taken into Cuſtody of the Ser ieant at Arms attending the Houſe. And af- 
terwards, upon the 12th of February he being again examined, and 
refuling to anſwer to ſeveral Queſtions, though required upon pain 
of being proceeded againſt with the utmoſt Ris gour and Severity, it 
was reſolved, that by bis ob/tinate Refrfalto anſwer to a Matter of Fa@, 

be had violated the Privy VIege, and contemmed the Antportty of tac Houſe, 

and the Fundamental Conſtitution thereof, and tor fo doing W5 COm- 
mitted Priſoner to the Towcr. 

The next we have upon the Stage is Mr. Edward Pauncfirt, who 
being ſummoned and examined by the Houſe, upon the 16th of Fe- 
bruary, it was (upon Conlideration of the Obſervations made by the 
Commuiilioners for taking and ſkating the Publick Accounts) Re- 
{olved, That he, for contriving to cyeat Cul. Haſtings's Regiment of $00 
Guine a s, and for grving a Bribe of 200 Gumea's, be taken into Cuſtody of 
the Se; jc ant at Arms. | 

Then followed Mr. Henry Guy, a Member of the Houſe, in whote 
Caſe it was the ſame Day, upon Conſideration cf the before-menti 
oned Obſervations, Reſolved, That he, for taking a Bribe of 200 Gai 
nea's, be committed to the Tower. | 
2 And upon the 7th of March Mr. James Craggs (one of the Con- 

tracors for the clothing the Army) having refuſed to produce his 
Books, and to be examined before the Commiſſioners for taking and 
ſtating the Puablick Accounts, and being called into the Houſe, and 
perſiſting in his Refuſal, it was reſolved, that he be committed to the 
Tower tor refuſing, to produce his Books of Accounts, thereby obſtruct- 
ing the Inquiry of the Houſe into the Diſpoſal of the Publick Moneys. 

Hereupon, for Redref of the notorious Abuſes of the Officers 
_ and their ' Agents, the FRO agreed upon an humble Repre- 

ſentation to the King, to lay be fore his Majeſty the Grievance of 
rating Money under Pretence of Sub/yſtence, wherein they thus ex- 
preſs themſelves: | 

, This 1 is, in great meaſure, occaſioned by the undue Practices of 

* ſome of the Agents and Officers : ; the Particulars of which we beg 
* leave to lay before your Majeſty, in order to the more eftectual pre- 
* veating the'like Miſcarriages for the future, 


*' 1. Some 
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© I, Some of the Agents, among{t other their ill Prattices, have 
© detained the Money, due to the Souldiers, in their Hands, and 
| © made uſe of it for their own Advantage, inſtead of immediately 

© applying it to'the Subliſtence of th> Officers and Souldiers, for 
© whom they were intruſted. | | 

© II, Their intolerable Exactions, and great Extortions upon the 
© Officers and Sculdiers, for paying Money by way of Advance; 
© their charging more for the Ditcount of Tallies than they actually 
© paid : by which fraudulent impoſing upon thoſe who ſerve in Your 
£ Majeſty's Armies Jt appeareth, that notwithſtanding they have a 
* greater Pay than 1s given inany other Part of the World, they are 
* yet reanced toIlnconveniences and Extremities, which ought not to 
© be put upon thoſe who venture their Lives for the Honour and Safe- 
* ty of the Nation. 

© NI. In particular, Colonel Haſtings hath compelled ſome Offi- 
« cers of his Regiment to take their Clothes from him at extravagant 
© Rates, by confining and threatning thoſe that would not comply 
< therewith ; by which the Authority. that may be neceſſary to be 
© lodg?d in the Colonel over the inferiour Officers, in ſome Caſes, is 
* miſapplied, and extended ſoas to promote a private Advantage of 
* his own, without any Regard to Your Majeſty's Service, or to the 
© Diſcipline of the Army. 

© IV. Colonel Haftings's Agent hath preſumed fraudulently to de- 
© tain five hundred Guinea?s out of a Bounty given by Your Majeſty 
©to the Officers of that Regiment, under pretence of giving them 
©aS a Eribe to obtain the ſame, to the Diſhonour of your Majeſty, 
< and Tnjury to the Officers thereof; and hath taken two Pence per 
© Pound out of the Money due to the Officers and Souldiers; for 
© which Deduction there being no Warrant, the Colonel, whoſe Ser- 
© vant the Agent 1s, is anſwerable. 

© V. Colonel /7aftings's Agent hath refuſed or negleQed to give 
* an Account of the Pay due to the Captains of his Regiment, and 
© their Companies, which tends apparently to the defrauding the 
* Officers and Souldiers. 

* VI. Some of the Agents aſſume to themſelves the Liberty of 
© making great Deductions, which, fince they know not how to juſti- 
© fy, they endeavour to cover, by putting them under the Shelter of 
* the uncertain Head of Contingencies, which giveth them the bet- 
© ter Opportunity of hiding the Frauds and Abuſes that would other- 
* wiſe be more liable to be detected. 
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« VII. Colonel Haſtings hath diſcharged an Enſign by putting ano- 
© ther into his room, contrary to the true Diſcipline of an Army, 
© from which the Colonels have no Right to exempt themſelves to 
© enlarge their own Authority, to the prejudice of Your Majeſty's 
© Service, and of the Officers who ſerve under them. 

« VIIL. Colonel Haftings hath taken Money tor the recommending 
© to Commands in his Regiment, to the great Difcouragement of the 
© Officers who are to ſerve. in Your Majeſty's Armies, who ought to 
© be ſuch as deſerve their Commands, and not ſuch as pay for them. 

< Theſe things we moſt humbly repreſent to your Majeſty, in con- 
© fidence of having them redreis'd by Your Majeſty's Juſtice and 
© Wiſdom. 


This Repreſentation being preſented to the King, his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to give this gracious Anſwer thereto, vjz. 


Gentlemen, 


Will conſider your REPRESENT 4 TION, and take aft 
Care poſſible to have the Grievances redreſs'd.. 


About the ſame time there came a loud Outcry of Bribery againſt 
the Commiſſioners for licenſing: Hackney-Coaches ; and the Houſe of 
Commons, having appointed a Committee to examine it, upon the 
Sth of March, they made Report to the Houle, that ſeveral of the 
Commiſſioners for licenſong Hackney-Coaches, by receiving Bribes, ated 
corruptly. | | 

Thereupon the Houſe ordered the Committee to diſtinguiſh the 
Commiſſioners, which they accordingly did ; and in their Report of 
the 22d of March, we find an honourable Vindication of AZenry Afh- 
yur and Walter Overbury Eſqs; two of the Commiſſioners ; and that 
the others had, by receiving Bribes, and by other undue Means, ated 
corruptly and arbitrarily : Upon which the Houſe Reſolved, that ar; 
Addreſs be made to his Majeſty to remove them from the Commiſſhon for 1i- 
cenſing Coaches, which was accordingly done, and they were remo- 
ved. Ly 

From theſe. ſmall Beginnings a common Murmur aroſe, that an 
univerſal ' Corruption had overſpread the Nation 3 that Court, 
Camp, and City, were tainted ; nay, the very Parliament it ſelf in- 
tected ; ſo that the Lords and Commons were ready to write [Lord 
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have Mercy on us) upon their Doors. But the Houle of Commons 
being awakened by the Alarm, began to reflect upon the Wiſdom 
.of their Anceſtors, and to conſider what Meaſures they had taken 
upon the like Occaſions for the Preſervation of their Poſterity ; and 
reſolved to ſearch into the bottom of this reigning Corruption : 
And purſvant therennto, 

Upon Thurſday the 7th Day of arch, the Houſe appointed a 
Committee to inſpect the Books of the Eaſft-inaia Company, and of 
the Chamberlain of London z and impowered them to ſend for Per- 
ſons and Papers. 


The Names of that Committee were, 


Paul Foley Eiq; | 7 homas Pelbam Eſq; 
Sir Richard On/low, Sir Samuel Barnardiſton, 
Fohn Pollexfen Eſq; Thomas Wharton Eſq; 
Sir Jobn Thomſon, | Francis Gwyn Eſq; 

Foote Onſlow Efq; | 


_-Upon Tueſday the 12th of March, Mr. Foley reported from the 
Committee who were appointed on Thurſday laſt to inſpe& the 
Books of the Eaft-India Company, and alſo the Books of the Cham- 
berlain of London, the ſeveral Matters as they appear*d to the Com- 
mittee, which was read, and 1s as follows ; 


The Report of the Committee, appointed Jovis 7, Martii 
1694, to inlpett the Books of the Eaſt-India Company im- 


meaiately. 


HE Committee as ſoon as they came to the Eaſt-Ind:a-Houſe, 

underſtood fome Clerks of the Company, by Order, had lately . 
taken out of their Books an Account of all Monies paid tor the Spe- 
clal Service of the Company, beginning in the Year 1688 ; where- 
upon the Committee called tor that Abſtract, which is as follows; 
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þ 68S © 1284: 1 
| 1689 2096 

; | 1690 3056 

"CI 01- 11372 1 
[1692 | 4659 1 
| 1693. $0468 1 
1094+. 407 


Paid in Caſh tor the Company's Specia 
SCCVICE 1n the Year 
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Upon which the Committee obſerving, That the greateſt Pay- 
ment was in the Year 1693, they ſearched for the Orders tor the 
I{luing of that Money, the chief of which were, 

One dated the 1 3th of April 1693, at a Court of Committees,. in 
the words following : | | 

The Governour this Day acquainting the Court with what Pro- 
ceedings had been made in their Afairs towards granting a new 
Charter, and with what had been disburit by him in proſecution 
thereof, the Court approved of the ſaid Charges, and ordered a 
Warrant to be made out for the ſame; and returned him Thanks 
for his great Care, Pains and Trouble in their Service, dehring him 
to procecd in the perfecting thereof, | 

Another was dated the 24th of November 1693, at a Court of Com- 
mittees, held the ſame Day, viz. 

The Governour this Day making a Repreſentation of what Sums 
of Money 'had been by him of late dishurſt in the Management, 
and Carrying on of the Company's Afﬀeairs for their Service, The 
Court approved thereof, and ordered that a Warrant be made out 
for making the. ſame paid in Caſh accordingly, giving him their 
Thanks for his great Care and Pains taken therein. 

Another was, at a Court of Committees holden the 224 of Janu- 
ary 16935. in the words following : 

{t being repreſented to the Court, That in the farther proſecution 
of the Company's Afﬀairs, and in order to their Settlement, there 
nave been ſeveral Sums of Money disburſt, amounting to 30000 1. in 
the whole ; the Particulars whereof were now laid before them, and 
Conſideration thereof had, it is ordered, That the ſaid Money be 
made paid in Caſh, and that a Warrant be made out accordingly. 


Your 
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Your Committee find by examination of moſt of the Perſons pre- 
ſent at the aforeſaid Committees, That the Governour in the ſaid 
Committees did only in general inform what Sums he had disburſt, 
without naming the Particuiars. to whom, or to what Service; 
which ſeveral of them ſaid was a new Courſe lince Sir Thomas Cork 
came to be Deputy Governour, or Governour ; but in all times be- 
fore he was concerned, the Particulars of all Sums for the Special 
Service of the Company, were declared. | 

Furtner, YOur Committee find, That in purſuance of the firſt Order, 
dated the 13th of April 1693, 222751, was paid ont of the Caſh, in 
purſuance of that Order, and 24983 1. in purſuance of the next Or- 
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Belides ſeveral ſmaller Sums, amounting in the} _ 
wiole to = | 
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Which with the former Sum, makes —— --— $7402 12 3 


All iſſued 1n the Year 1693, whule Sir Tho. Cooke was Governour, 
| and Francis Tyſſen Eſq Deputy-Governour, for the Special Service 
of the Company. Belides theſe Warrants, your Committee found - 
what is called a previous Order ; a Copy ct one of which, is as fol-: 
lows : 


At a Court held the 24t9 of November 1693. 
Sir Thomas Cooke Governour., 
Francis Tyſſen Eiq, Deputy-Governour, 


it 1s ordered, Tat the Caſhire-General do from time to time. * 
make Payment of fuch Sums of Money tor carrying on of the Com- 
pany's Service, as the Governour ſhall diret, purſuant to the Senſe 
of the preſent Debate. 

By virtue of which, the Governour received ſeveralSums between 
that and the 22d of January tollowing ; at which time, he declared. 
he had disburſt 30000 ]. and had an Order then for placing the fame 
to Accompt, as is before ob{ery'd, | | 

The like previous Order was alledg'd to be made to the other 
Warrants for the 22275. and 24983 1. but your Committee had not - 
time to inſpect the ſame. | 

Your. : 


CS.) 

Your Committee underſtood that at a Court held the 2cth of 
December 1694, they impowered ſeveral Members of the Company 
to meet and conlider the Matters to them referred, by order of the 
14th of November 169+ : > who in purſuance thereof, 12d drawn up a 
State of the Company's Ss Caſh to be preſented to the Company, dated 
at the Eaſt-India-Honſe the 7th of March 1694. ho WHICH State, near 
4111 the aforeſaid Sums were "obſerved to be paid, and OILY to the 
Company's Accompt of Charges general paid out of Caih, v/2 


ſ £ Sir Benj. Bathurſt Governour and ? 
| 1685 & 168 ; Sir Joſrah Child Deputy-Govern. 4 
Sir Foſeph Herne Governour, and EH X 
| Sir T.Cooke Deputy-Governour 'd boo er i 
; Sir Tho. Cooke Governour, and 04 

| 1692 & 1693.9 Mr. Tyſjen Deputy, —— a 


In 2 1690 & 1691, ze 
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in the whole : — G - 563165 15-5 


Of the Diſpoſal of which Money, the Committee ſay they have 
been able to obtain no farther Accompt, than that the ſame is made 
paid in the Company's Books, in gentieral Terms for Special Service ; 
and that a great part thereof, Was, as they are informed, put into 
the hands of Sir Bajzl Fircbr, aſs : And the moſt materi: J Orders of 
Court that aynear to them t@o relate to the greateſt Sums, were thoſe 
of the 5th of April 1693, the 24th of November 1693, and 224 of 
January 1693, before obſerved; 

In the ſaid State, drawn by the ſaid Committees, they obſerve, 
That vpor- Examination of the Company?s Caſh- Book. they four 
the Ballance the 31} of OFober 1694, was 124249. 155.10d. They 
demanded of Mr. Portmans tiie Caſhire, it he had the ſame in \ Caſh: 
he replied, He had not; but inſtead thereof, "mY before them in 
writing, on the 224 of November 1694, that 900001. was lent upon 
Sir Thomas Cooke's Notes, with other Particulars, w vhick make up tne 
above-mentioned Ballance. 

For which 90000 1. Mr, Portmans produced the then Governour, 
Sir Tho. Cooke's Notes, in bac verba, 

© Received the 10th of January 169%, of Mr. Edmond Portmans for 
* Account of the Eaft-India Company, Ninety thouſan d Pounds ; 
& which I have dishurit and pai for Ninety nine thouland one hun- . 

drcd ninety ſeven Pounds Stock 1n the Eaſt- -India Compants tor 
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« their Accompt ; which I promiſe to be accountable for on Accompt 
© of the Eaſt-India Company, and was by Order of Court of the 24th 
© of November 1693. 

The ſaid Committee do obſerve, That they do not find any War- 
rant for the ſaid Sum, or any of that Stock transterr'd in the Compa- 
ny's Books, for their Accompt, exceeding 18300}. Stock the 16th of 
January laſt, | 

The Committees of the Eaſt-India Company, belides the State 
3bove of Caſh, did draw up another State of Contracts; in which 
they ſay, they found a Contra@ bearing date the 26th of Febyyary 
1693, for 200 Tun of Salt-Petre, to be brought home in the Ship 
SEYMOUR from India, to pay the Sum of 1 2000 1, for the ſame, and 
25 1, Freight per Tun, to the Owners of the Ship, beſides all Charges 
here; 20001. part of the ſaid 12000 1. which was the Sum ſent out 
to purchaſe the ſaid Salt-Petre, is atually paid out of the Company's 
Caſh : And a Bond-for the remaining 10000 . 1s given under the Seal 
of the Company, payable the 31ſt of AZarch next, (viz. 1695.) whe- 
cher the Ship arrive in ſafety or not; with this Limitation only, That 
if 200 Tun of Petre be not laden upon the ſaid Ship, then to re- 
pay in proportion to the want thereof: So that the reſult of this 
Contra& is, viz. the Company runs the Adventure of 120001. for 
that which coſt only 20c01, and muſt conſequently loſe r 2000 1. if 
the Ship miſcarry : And on the contrary, the Seller on the other 
hand gets 100001. clear, without disburling or running the hazard 
of one Penny ; and what is yet more, a certain loſs of 9g or 100001. 
will attend it, if the Ship arrive in ſafety. 

Your Committee examining the Members of the Company con- 
cerning this State, they own the Contract to be true ; that the 2000 /. 
was paid, and the Bond given to Mr. Tho. Colſton. 

About the ſame time this Contra was made, it appear*d to this 
Committee, That ſo many of the Interlopers as would ſel] their 
Shares they had in the Interlopers to the Eaſt-India Company, were 
allow*d their firſt Coſt, and 25 1. per cent. advance; which was done 
by giving them Credit for fo much in the Eaſt-India Books. 

Your Committee finds Sir S1muel Daſhwood, Sir John Fleet, John Per- 
ry Eſq; Sir Joſeph Herne, and Sir Tho. Cooke, are mentioned to be pre- 
ſent at the Court of Committees when the Orders above-recited 
were made : But they being all Members of this Houſe, the Com- 
mittee did not think fit to ſend for them in order to their Examina- 
ton. 

GC Upon 
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Upon the whole matter, it appeared to your Committee, That the 
Money illved during the time of Sir Joſeph Herne and Sir Tho.Cooke's 
Government, was diſpoſed of by them for private Service ; which 
they have cauſed to be placed to the Company's Accompr, under 
the Head of Charges Gencral : Of which the reſt of the Committees, 
who were preſent at the Debate, and making thoſe Orders, moſt of 
whom, except the Members of your Houſe, have been examined by 
the Committee, are not able to give any account : But one of them. 
(viz. Sir Benjamin Bathurſt) (aid, Sir Joſeph Herne had the. ercateſt 
part of the 13932 1.95.29. to diſpoſe of ; and Sir banjanmt Bathurſ 
would have cailed for an Account thereof, but. Sir Tho. Cooke deſired 
he would not : And the Committee of Nine, who was to 1nipcc this - 
whole Matter, have often call'd upon Sir T ho. Cooke to give an Ac- 
count to whom he has diſtributed the Money he received; to whom 
le ſometimes promiſed to give an Accompt, but never did: and 
at another time aid, It was not convenient for thein to have it.. SG 
that the Secret of that Service, and the Placing of that Adoncy, les princi- 
pally with Sir Tho. Cooke and Sir Joſeph Herne. 

Sir Benjamin Bathurſt being examined, he ſaid, That finding fo 
great a Sum as 300co I. charged for Secret Services, he had ſome 
warm Diſcourſe with Sir Thomas Cooke about it, to know how it 


_- was disburſt ; But he refuſed to give him any Particulars, and 


told him, He ſhould remember he was bound by his Oath to the 
Co! npany to keep their Secrets. To which he anſwered, He was alſo 
bound by Oath to be true to the Intereſt of the Company. 

Sir. Benjamin Bathurſt further ſaid, That about 4pril 1694, un- 
deritanding that they were in want of Money,' he look'd into the 
Caſl-Book t, Which caſting up, he found a conſiderable Surn in Cath : 
and taki ng ſome Perſons with him, diſcourſed Sir Tho. Cooke thereof, 

no faid, The-g0000 1. be had received, was to gratify ſome Perſons 1; 

be Bil ſrould paſs. 

i Penamin Bathurſt ſays, Sir Tho. Cooke and Sir Baſil Firebrafs 
MAG ii, Ba gain about Sait- "Petro but he knew nothing of it till it 
Came 41ts ; Cor rt. 

Sir B4/Jl Firclraſs being examined, own'd he had received upward. 
of 16000 1. of which he has given an Accompt to the Company ; 
which was for 9 - Shares of Stock, and of which the Company 
had allow'd : Bnt faid he knew no ground the Committee of 
Nine had to fay, That a great part of the other Sums were put 


into his hands. Fe owns he invited ſeveral Pevions to come into 
the 


(--#1-:) 
the Company ; and offered to lay gown Money for ſeveral, and 
that if they liked not at the Year's end, he would then take it 
off their hands,” and-r9 Members of the Houſe of Commons among 
others ; and gave an Accompt to the Company of his doing ſo, who | 
promiſed to i2dempnity him. 

Concerning the Accommodation with the Interlopers, the Com- 
pany had a Letter from the Lord Nottingham, That it was the 
King's Pleaſure that they ſhould come to an Agreeu Tot with the 
Interlopers. The Propoſal to them was 25 per cent. tor bringing 
" In their Stock to the Company, and one half of the Profit be- 
fides ;z. which about one half of the Intcrlopers accepted : but Mr. 
Godfrey and ſome others, ſtanding upon 3o per cent, Mr. Colſton 
went off with them, and did not come into the Company. 

Mr. Ward ſaid 1t was agreed by the Interlopers, That only 20001. 
ould be imployed 1n buying of Salt-Petre; and Mr. Colſton was 
to have the Advantage thereof, which, he believes, was not for Mr. 
Colſton himſelf, but for ſome other Gentlemen. And the original In- 
ducement to the leave of the Interlopers going out, was that Agree- 
ment with Mr. Colſton, | 


— —— 


The REPORT of the Committee appointed Jove Septimo 
Martit 1694, to znſpect the Chamberlain of London's Books ; 


aud that they. have likewiſe Power to ſend for Perſons and 
Papers, QC. 


OUR Committee found an Order of the Common-Council for 

. the City of Zondon, dated the 24th of Fanuary 1693, which no- 
minated and appointed Sir Tho. Stampe, Sir Francis Child, Sir James 
Houblon, and Sir William Hedges, Knights and Aldermen ; Sir Henry 
Furnace Kt, Mr. Deputy Ayres, Mr. Gilbert Heathcott, Mr. John 
Fobnſon, Colonel Tho. Cuthbert, Mr. Tho. Cudden, Mr. John Harvey, 
Mr. Daniel Dorville, Commoners ; or any two of the ſaid Aldermen, 
and four of the ſaid Commoners, to be a Committee to conſider of 
Ways and Means for ſatisfying the Debts due to the Orphans of this 
City; and to ſolicite the Parliament for a Bull for that Purpoſe : 
In which it is ordered, That Mr. Chamberlain do from time to time 
ilue out, and pay all ſnchSums of Money as are required by, and ne- 
(6-2 ceſlary 
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ceſſary for the ſaid Committee for promoting the ſaid Service; and 
the Members who ſerve for this City in Parliament, are deſired to 
he aſſiſting to the ſaid Committee as there ſhall be occaſion : And 
Mr. Borrett the City Solicitor, 1s to attend the ſaid Committee. 

Your Committee found an Order made by the ſaid Committee, 
dated the 12th Day of February1693, reciting the ſaid Order of Com- 
mon-Council : And ordered, that Mr. Chamberlain do pay to the 
Honorvrable Sir John Trevor Kt. Speaker of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, the Sum of One thouſand Guinea's ſo ſoon as a Bill be 
paſſed into an Act of Parliament for ſatisfying the Debts of the Or- 
phans, and other Creditors of the ſaid City : Which Order was ſub- 
{cribed by all the ſaid Committee appointed by Common-Council, 
except Sir fames Houblon and Mr, Deputy Ayres. And on the Back 
of the ſaid Order, was this Indorſement, viz, 


The within mentioned Thouſand Guinea's, were delivered and 


paid unto the Honourable SirFobn Trevor this 224 Day of June 
1694., In the Preſence of 


Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir James Houblon. 


Which at 22 s, exchange, comes to-1100 ], 


In the Chamberlain's Account of the Caſh, the Entry is thus ; 


Paid the 22d of June 1694, by Order of the Committee (appoin- 
ted by Order of Common-Council to confider of Ways and Means 
\ for ſatisfying the Debts due to the Orphans and other Creditors of 
the City, and to ſolicite the Parliament for a Bill to that Purpoſe) 
dated the 12th of February laſt, One thouſand Guinea's, being paid to 
the Honourable Sir John Trevor Knight, Speaker of the Honoura- 
ble Houſe of Commons, purſuant to the ſaid Order ; which at 
2225, Exchange, Is ——— ——— 11000, 


UBS In Porn 3 names re RY PRIDE I We ren 


Your Committee underſtood Sir Robert Clayton was ill, and out 
of Town: they ſent for and examined Sir Fames Houblon ; who ſaid 
he refuſed to ſign the Order of. the Committee of the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, not approving thereof; and being oftered a ſecond time, he 
refuſed it again, and abhorred it ; but that Sir Robert Clayton did on 
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the 22d of June 1694, ſend for him to come to him ; who accord- 
ingly, imagining it was only to meet ſome Aldermen, went to him, 
where he found the Chamberlain z and at Sir Rober;?s Delire, they 
went together to the Speaker to give him Thanks for his Pains about 
the Orphans Bill : And as ſoon as Sir Robert and he had paſt a Com- 
plement on the Speaker, the Chamberlain pulled out a Note or Bill, 
which he delivered the Speaker; which the Speaker took, and pre- 
ſently they all took their Leaves of him and came away. Sir James 
Houblon faith he did not know the Contents of the Bill ; but the 
Chamberlain ſaid it was for 1100 1. and that within two or three 
days afterwards, the Speaker ſent tor the Money, and had it accord- 
ingly : But he placed it to Account, according to the Day he delive- 
red the Bill, which was the 22d of June, 

Your Committee obſerved, that the Order of the Committee of 
the Common-Council which now ſtands dated the 12th of February, 
was at firſt dated the 13th of February ; and that the Perſon named 
therein, was put in by a different Hand : And examining who firſt 
writ the Warrant, Mr. Borrett owned it was his Hand-writing ; and 
at firſt ſaid that he believed the Blank at firſt left therein, was filled 
up with the Speaker's Name before the Committee ſigned it, be- 
cauſe he believed they would not ſet their Hands to a Blank : But all 
the Committee who ſigned it (who appeared upon Summons) de- 
clared, moſt of them poſitively, that there was a Blank for the 
Perſon's Name when they ſigned it ; and the reſt being doubtful, 
Mr. Borrett afterwards ſaid the Blank might be filled up afterwards, 
but he could not tell the time : Mr. Borrett owned he filled up the 
Blank with another Pen. 

Sir Thomas Stampe was out of Town, and Sir Henry Furnace was 
ſick; the reſt appeared before your Committee. 

Sir Francis Child on his Examination, owned he had ſubſcribed the - 
the Paper of the 12th of February. as one of the Committee ; but ſaith 
he did not attend the Committee, nor Sir Robert Clayton when he at- 
tended the Speaker, and could give little account of the Matter. 

Sir William Hedges owned his Hand to the Order of the Committee, 
and that he was at the Committee who agreed this Matter : He faith 
Mr. Borrett, as he thinks, was the Perſon who told the Committee the 
Bill could not paſs without giving that Sum ; and though the Order 
was drawn with a Blank, yet the Diſcourſe at the Committee was, 
that the Speaker was the Perſon to whom the Sum was to be given : 


he knows nothing of the Speaker's being acquainted therewith, - 
E. 
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MriDanicl Dorville owned he had ſubſcribed the Order of the Com- 
mittee : | He. ſaith, that he attending in the Lov by at the Houſe of 
Commons Þ Pon 3ccount of the Orphans, Mr. Ge wage . inch, Merchant, 
told him that if there were # zot ſor 7c Guinea's giyen, tyar Bill would 10t go 
67, and faid 2000 Guinea's were neceſſary to give him, meaning the 
Speaker, as he underitood : And that Mr. Borrctt likewiſe declared 
his Option, that Money mutt be FLVEN. - And he believeth that Mr. 
Porrett was the firſt that moved it in the Committee, and named the 
Sum ; but aiter the Committee had agreed thereunto, the Bill going 
ON; Mr. George Finch as$k*d whit they had glven ? Which Mr. Dor- 
ville refuſed to tell him ; but he belicves, and underſtood, that before 
the Bill patled, or any thing material was done in It, the Speaker 
had notice of the aid Order of the Committee, and approved there- 
of ; but knows not whether by Borrett's Means, or what other 
_ | 

r. Tho. Cudden owned his ſigning of the Order of the Committee: 
He "Oh the-firſt riſe of this Matter was, that having proſecuted a 
Biil for this: Purpoſe in former Sellions for a long time without ef- 
fect, the Committee thought it: proper to give this Sum to the Spea- 
Ker for Leave for the Bill to be brought in; and it was ſigned by the 
Committee before the Bill-was carrin into the Houle and believes 
that the Purport of this Order was imparted to the Speaker before 
the Bill was carried into the Houſe. And further: faith, that Mr. 
Dewje and Mr. Shepbard, and he thinks Mr. Gcorge Finch, (Perſons {0- 
Iiciting for the Orphans) told him that it would coſt Ht hem as much 
as It would colt the City. 

Mr. John Harvey owned the ſigning of the Order, and that in the 
Committee there was a Diſcourſe of ſeveral Sums to be grven to Pro-. 
cure the Bill to paſs, ſome naming 500, others 1900, ſome 2000 
Guinez's ; but he doth not remember any Perſon to be named-to re- 
ceive the fame. 

Mr. foba Johnſon gave the like Teſtimony. 

Mr, Gilber: Heathcott faid he was not preſent at any Meeting of 
tne Committee ; but that he was the laſt + hp that ſubſcribed the 
Order, which he did by the Example of thoſe who ſubſcribed before 
him. 

Colonel Thomas Cuthbert owned his bſcr bing the Order ; = 
tax he was preſent at the Committee where it was agreed to give 
1000 Guines?s, but knoweth not the Riſe or Occafi on of it, other 
than the Clamour of the Orphans that the' City were cloſe- -handed, 
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and thereby had done them no good, which he believeth was the 
Reaſon why the City did conſent to give 1002 Guinea?s, 

Mr. Borrett being examined, owned he had in the Committee given 
his Opinion, that 10co Guinea's ſhould be £1Vven to the Speaker. He 
ſaith, after the Order was ſigned It was Kept in his Hands fora 
Month or {ix Weeks, and then delivered- back by him to the Com- 
mittee. Being ask d of i1is Belief, whether the Speaker knew of this 
Order before the biil pailed, he ſaith, he doth believe he did know 
of it; for he, to ſatisfy the Clamour of the Orphans, had told their 
Agent, who he believes had caſy Accels to the Speaker ; but that 
from the time of ſigning to the time of his Examination, he had not 
been with the Speaker, nor ſent to him. 

Your Commiittee tound an Order of the Committee nominated 
by the Common-Council, dated: the 265th of April, 1694. reciting 
the Order of Common-Council, and o:dering the Chamberlain to 
pay to Pau! 7drell Eſq; the Sum. of 100 Guinea's, for his Pains and 
Service in alliſting to paſs the Bill in Parliament, for ſatisfying the 
Debts of the Orphans and other Creditors of the faid City ; which 
was ſubſcribed by moſt of the Members of the ſaid Committee, to- 
gether with Sir James Houblon, and Deputy Ayres, who refuſed to 
fign the other Order of the 12th of February : on the back of which 
was the like Indorſement, that the 105 Guinea's were paid to Pau] 
Fodrell Eſq, the 22d of Fune, 1694. in the Preſence of Sir Robert 
Clayton and Sir Fames Houblon, and the Paiment thereof was-entred 
in the Chamberlain's Book the 229 of June, 1694. which, at 22 s. - 
Exchange, is 1101, | 

The Members who ſubſcribed that Order owned their Hands, and 
aid, It was after the Bill was patled. 

Your Committee found in the Chamberlain's Books the ſeveral 


Paiments following to Mr. Borrett the City=-Solicitor, viz. 
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Theſe Sums wer? applied to defray the Charge of drawing the - 
Bri], making Copies thereof, and of Petitions and Orders with rela- . 
£100 to the ſaid Bill amongtt which Paiments they find, 
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February 19. Paid Mr. Solicitor General, for his Advice therein, 
$ Guinea's.: 

February 12. Paid Mr. Farecourt by Order 5 Guinea's. 

March 23, Paid Mr. HUNGERFORD, Chairman of the Grand 
Committee, for hi3 Pains and Service, 20 Guinea's. 

Paid Mr. Fogrel!, as by his Bill, 601. 95s. 6 d, 

Which Accounts were allowed by the faid Committee. 


Your Committee underſtood that the Orphans, for the. procuting | 
of this Bill, had given Bond to Mr. Smith and Mr. Charles Nowis to 
allow them 12d. in the Pound, when the Bill was palled, for their 
Pains and Charges in that Matter ; which Contra@ being made void 
in that Bill, the Court of Aldermen were impowered to ſatisfy them 
their real Expences : Upon which they. applied themſelves to the 
Court of Aldermen, and got a Petition to be ſigned by many of the 
Orphans, that they were willing, notwithſtanding the Ad of Par- 
liament, they ſhould be allowed twelve Pence in the Pound; and 
the ſaid Nowts and Smith brought in a Bill to the ſaid Committee, . of 
their Charges, amounting to 34571. 16s. but, as was alledged, 
they pretended to be a great deal more out of Purſe ; by which Ar- 
gument they got Subſcriptions to the ſaid Petition, in which Bill there 
is charged paid to Mr. George Finch, for carrying on the Aft, i650J. 
And Mr. Dowſe ſaid, that Mr. Smith told him, they were out of 
Pocket great Sums of Money, upon account of the Orphans Bill : 
and when he was ſolicited to ſubſcribe the Petition for their having 
twelve Pence in the Pound, he would have had them taken fix Pence; - 
to which they replied, It would not anſwer their ExpeQation, for 
_ they had been ont in this Matter more than ten thouſand Pounds. 

_ Mr. Nowis and Mr. Smith being examined here, did utterly deny 
that they had given any Money to any Member of Parliament on the 
Account of the ſaid Bill, or knew of any to be given ; but they were 
willing to get what they could, having taken a great deal of Pains 
in long ſoliciting the ſame. They did fay, that notwithſtanding 
they charged 16501. to be paid Mr. George Finch, yet they had not 
paid him any Money ; but: having delivered up his Bond . for the 
twelve Pence in the Pound, they valued his Share of the Orphans 
Debt to amount to that Sum. _ 

Mr. George Finch being examined, did deny to have received any 
thing from Mr. Nowts and Mr. Smith, or by their Order, but ſaith, 
that he did apply himfelf to ſeveral of the Orphans for Money, up- 
. ON 
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upon Sugeeſtion that there were ObſtruRions to the Bill, which muſt 
be removed by Money ; and that he did receive 1001. froin Mir. Jobs 
Cnadwick, 1001. from Mr. Harvey, 1001, ens Mr. Scott, 501, of Mr. - 


Herne, and had a Promiſe of 1001, trom $!r forn Smith, w ny 1 18 NOE 
yet paid : that the Obſtruciions he N neant | W jere £9 t4K6&0/7-4jinſewho 
petitioned againſt the Duty laid*1n. tne ſaid; 2g nc and 
finding the Parties concerned. to. be very many, hb 4 pot rear 
with them, but kept the 2oney to his own Lie boa hen been 
at Charges in this Matter, He did deny hs pa EYE 1; TOYS EHRY 10 any 


Member of Parliament; but wavering in his. Difcon 22mg bot 
azain ask'd if he-ever did diſtribute, or know of any ORCY-Li The 
buted on account of the Orphans Bt 111, fald, it: was 2 hid tirng to be 
ask'd ſuch Queſtions ; which was all your Committce 9921 257 rom 
him. 

Mr. John Chadwick and Mr. #:rne proved the Patmeint of the Mo- 
ney to Mr. George Finch, but could give no-Account what lic had d Gagne 
therewith, _ 

Mr. George Finchdenying he received any more Money than that 
from Mr. Chadwick, &c. amounting to 3501. which, or part of it, 
was. paid in for his Uſe to Mr. Horny - and yet being charged by 
Mr. Nowis and Smith with 16501. 1n their Bill, though on their Exa- 
mination by your Committee they deny they had paid him any, they 
thought Mr. Hornby's Books might clear this Matter, they keeping 

ir. Finch's Account, and therefore ſent for them : Mr. Nath. Hor nby 
came upon the Summons without the Books : > and being told it was 
to determine a Difficulty about Mr, Finch's Receipts an id Paiments, 
he abſolutely refuſed to let your Committee have a Sight th ereof, 
and ſaid, he would not diſcover to any one whatever, what any Per- 
ſon owed them, or what they owed any Perſon. 

But upon better Thoughts he did ſhew his Books, but nothing ma- 
terial appeared thereby to this Matter. 


The Houſe then debated the foregoing Reports, and came to this 


Reſolution ; 


T hat Sir John Trevor, Speaker of this Houſe, recerving a Gratuity of 
1000 Guinea's from the City of London, after paſſing "of the Orphans 
Bill, ts guilty of a high Crime and Miſdemeanor. 

After this Sir Fohn Trevor abſenting himſelf from the Houſe, they 
reſolved to chooſe a new Speaker, aid eleQed Paul Foley Eſq; {0 be 
Speaker, Then, | 

, .D Upon 
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Upon Saturday the 16th of arch it was Reſolved, that Sir John 
Trevor, late Speaker of this Houſe, being guilty of a high Crime and 
Miſdemeanor, by receiving 4 Gratuity of 1000 Guinea's from the City of 
London, aftcr paſſing the Orphans Bul, be Expelled this Houſe, | 
' Upon Monday the 18th of March a Vote palled, that whoſoever 
fhall diſcover any Money or otner Gratuity given to any Member of this 
Houſe for Matters tranſated in this Houſe, relating to the Orphans Bill, 
or the Eaſt-India-Company, ſhall have the Indempnity of this Houſe for 
ſuch Gift. And, 

Ordered, That Mr. Charles Nos do attend the Houſe the next 
Day ; and he attending accordingly, and being examined, it was 
Reſolved by the Houſe, that 

Ar. Charles Nois having to ſeveral Perſons pretended he was out of 
Purſe, or engaged to give great Sims of Money to ſeveral Members of 
this Houſe, in order to pafs the Orpbans Bill, which on his E xamination he 
denied to. have given or promiſed, hath been an 0cci/10n of Scandal to this 
Houſe, and the Members thereof. And therenyon, | 

Ordered, That AM. Charles Nols be taken tito Cuflody of the Ser= 
teant at Arms attending this Liouſe. - 

Upon Tueſday the 26t of arch it was Reſolved by the Houſe, 
that 24r. Hungerford, a Member of this Houſe, having received 20 
Guinea's for his Pains and Service as Chairman of the Committce of this 
Fuſe, to whom the Orphans Bill was commtited, 3s ouilty of 4 high Crime 
and Miſdemeanor. TÞ hereupon, _ | 

Reſolved, That Mr. Hungerford be Expeiled this Houſe. 

It was the ſame Day Ordered, ?hat Sir Thomas Cooke, a Member 
of this Houſe, do give an Account to this Houſe how the 874021. 125. 3d. 
mentioned in the Report, was aiſtributed. 

And Sir Thomas Cooke being accordingly examined, it was Re- 
ſolved, that Sir Thomas Cooke having refuſed to give an Account how 
the ſaid Sum was diſtributed, be committed Priſoner to the Tower of Lon- 
don. | 

Ordered, that a Bill be brought 7 to oblsge Sir Thomas Cooke to 
give an Account to whom he paid and diſtributed the ſaid Money, and other 
Sums mentioned in the Report to be received and diſtributed by him. 

Upon Thurſday the 28th of March the Bill to oblige Sir Thomas 
Cooke to give an Account was read, and ordered a ſecond Reading 
next Day. 

Ordered, That the Caſhire to the Eaſt-India-Company do forth- 
with produce the Warrants for the Sums of Money amounting to 

£3532, 
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135321, 95. 2d, mention'd in the Report vo be paid for ſpecial Ser- 
vice or Charges general of the ſaid Company in 16go and 16g1, and 
the Receipts for the fame, 

Ordered, That he do alſo prodnce the Warrants for the Sums 
amounting to 874021. 125. 3d. paid for ſpecial Service or Charges 
general o! che Company 1n 1692 and 1693. and the Receipts for 
the lame. 

The Bill to oblige Sir Thomas Cooke to give an Account, @&c. upon 
Friday the 29th of arch was read a ſecond time, and committed to 
a Committee of the whole Houſe. | 

The Caſhire of the Eaſt-India Company attended and produced 
Warrants for the ſeveral Sums mentioned in the Report, and being 
examin'd, the Warrants were read. 

Sir Baxzil Fircbrace attended, by order, upon Saturday the 3oth of 
March, and delivered in an Account of Moneys by him paid upon 
the Account of the Eaſt-India-Company, which was read. 

A Petition of Sir Thomas Cooke was read, praying he may be heard 
by Counſel before the Bill againſt him do paſs, and it was reſolved 
that he be heard by his Counſel. 

- The Houſe (upon the ſecond of April) in a grand Committee, 
went through the Bill to oblige Sir Thomas Cooke to account, and 
made ſeveral Amendments, and ordered the bil: to be reported the 
next Day. 

Accordingly upon Wedneſday the 3d of April Mr. Bridges reported 
the Amendments made to that BJ, which were read and agreed un- 
to by the Houſe ; and ordered tiat the Bill with the Amendments be 
ingroſſed. 

Upon Saturday the 6th of April Sir Thomas Cooke's Counſel were 
called into the Hor %, and his Petition read, and alſo the ingroſſed 
Bill to oblige him to give an Account, @c. was read the third time, 
and the Counſel were heard ; and then the Houſe reſolved that the 
Bill do paſs, and that Mr. Bridges do carry the Bill to the Lords, and 
deſire their Concurrence thercunto, which he accord ::igly did. 

It muſt be here remembred, that at the firſt reading of the Bill in 
che Lords Houſe, to oblige Sir Thomas Cooke to grve an {ccount, &c. 
the Duke of Zrceds ſpoke vehemently agatnlt it, and introduced 
what he was about to ſay with a moſt folemn Proteſtation of his 
© Cleanneſs and Innocence z and, laying his Hand on his Breaſt, de- 
© clared, upon his Faith and Honour, that he was perfectly ditin- 
© terefſed, and had no part or Concern 1a this Matter, and therejore 

5 ey * might 
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© might the better appear againſt it, which he did, expreſſing great 
© Abhorrence of the Bll. | 

Upon Saturday the 13th of April their Lordſhips ſent a Meſlage to 
the Houſe of Commons, that they having under their Conſideration 
a Bill to obiige Sir Thomas Cooke to account, &c, do deſire Sir Thomas 
' Cooke (a Member of the Houſe of Commons, and now a Priſoner in 
the Tywer) may be permitted and ordered to appear at the Bar of 
the Lords Houſe, when deiired 3 and thereupon the Houſe of Tom- 
mons ordered that he do atrend the Lords as delired, and that Mr, 
Speaker iflte his Warrant to that purpoſe. 

Sir Toomas Cooke being brought upon his Petition to the Bar of the 
Lords, he declared himfelt ready and very willing to make full Ditco- 
yery ; and ſaid, he trad done it before in the Rouſe of Commons, if 
he could have obtained there an indempnifying Vote; and that their 
denying it him had occaſioned iis appearing before their Lordſhips 
in that manner : he bezmoaned himſelf (weeping) that he was not 


! 


indempnihed at that Inſtant, ſo that he might juſff tnen make the. 
Diſcovery which was expected, and which he was ſo delirous to make. 

Thereupon it was demanded of him, what he would be indemp- 
nified from? he anſwered, ail Ations and Suits, except from the 
Eaſt-India-Company, whom, it he had injured, he would be bound 
to undergo the greateſt Rigour. He alſo ſaid, he defired to be jn- 
dempnified from Scandaiums, It was ask'd him, whether .he meant 
Scandalum magnatum 2? he 141d, Yes, 

He being withdrawn, the Duke of Zeeds ſtood up, and declared, 
© he was very glad that Gentleman was come to ſuch a Temper, asto 
© be willinz to diſcover, wheredy that Bill was prevented, which his 
© Lordſhip eſteemed to be of ſo pernicious. a Nature. 

* His Grace minded their Lord/hips how the Commons took care of 
© the Reputation of their Houle, in asking Sir Thomas Cooke whether 
* he had diſtributed any Money among any of their Members, who purg?d 
* them by a ſolemn Proteſtation, that he had not; his Lordſhip thinks 
© it reaſonable the Lords ſhould have ſome regard to themſelves, and 
* therefore moved that Sir Thomas Cooke might be called in and 
* ask'a,, whether be were willing upon Oath to purge all thoſe who ſat there. 
But this was not received. | 

After this the Lovas came to a Reſolution, that the Billſent vp from 
the Commons, to oblige Sir Thomas Cooke to give an Account, &c. 
ſhould not beproceeded upon, but appointed.a Committee to draw 
B73 a Dull fa indempnyy in, | 

Lhat. 


C--27--3 Ag 
That Committee being whoa CORE and having made ſome Pro- 
ereſs, notice came from Sir .Th9:745 Co9% (7 a Reverend Prelate 
who appeared zealons for him) t to tNis.pur! O18, 1hac he was afraid 
he might be miſapprehended as to wit hie aid concerning a Niſco- 
very, 1n that he taid he was mw! ling an 4 TC ay 5. Que o r-47y he meant 


no more but wg: z and that he ſhould nec at ler forr Months to 


make the Diſcovery he Dreiſet.. 


T his was highly reſented by fome of the NT , of the Committee, 
who iminediately moved that the Comm'teze 1; night rite and report 
to the Houſe this freſh Matter, and tie irifi; 5p and prevaricating of 
Sir Thomas Cooke, fo that the Blit deugned to oblige him to ELVe an 
Accoynt might now proceed, 

Soine Lords molltfed this, and having taken up ſome time 1n ſpeak- 
ing ; 1n the mean while Sir Thomas. Cook: begging a favourable Treat-. 
ment, engaged to diſcover within a Fortnight: he was called in more: 
than once, and at laſt agreed to the time allow®d by the Bill, viz, 

zXven Days. And, 

Upon the 17th of April the Lords ſent a Meſlage to the Commons, | 

that they have paſſed a Bill entituled, 4% A to indempnify.Sir Tho- 
mas Cooke from AtFions whith be mipht be liable to by reaſon of his Diſco- 
very to whom he paid and diſtributed ſeveral Sums 9f Money therein men-- 
tioned, to be received out of the Treaſure of the Faſt-India-Company, or. 
for any Proſecution for ſuch Diſtribution - To which they deliire the 
Concurrence of the Commons. 
The Bill was read the 1 time,and ordered to lie on theTable. And, 
A Meſlage fent to the Lords by Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave, to pur 


| themin mind of the Bill ſent up, entituled, An AG to oblige Sir Tho- 


mas Cooke to give an Account, &C. 

Upon Thurſday the 18h of April the Commons read a ſecond time 
the ingroſſed Bill from the Lords to indempnity Sir Thomas Cooke,&c, 
and made ſome Amendments thereto. 

Upon Friday the 19th of April Mr. Bridges reported the Amend- 

ents, which being read, were agreed unto, and another Amends 
ment made by the Houſe : and then the Bill was read a third time, and: 
paſſed, and oy, Bridges ordered to carry 1t to the Lords, and ac- 
quaint thein that the Houſe had agreed to the Bill with ſome Amend-- 
ments, to which they deſire the Lords Concurrence. 

The 1camea Meſlage from the Lords to acquaint the Houſe that: 
they had agreed to the Amendments made to the Bill to indempnify 
Sir Thymas Cooke, GC. | 

YUnon: 
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Upon Monday the 224 of April the King came to the Mouſe of 


Lords, and gave the Royal Aſſent to that Bill, and then told both 
Houſes that ina few Days he muſt put an End to the Sellion; 


The Act runs thus 


HE Preamble ſets forth, That it appears by the Books of the 
Eaſt-India-Company, that Sir Thomas Cooke Kt, in 16: 93. be- 
© ing Governour of the Company, did receive out of their Stock 
© and Treaſure 772581, and alſo go0o0]. 
© And that a true Diſcovery of the Diſtribution of thoſe Sums 1s 
* neceſſary to the vindicating the Juſtice and Honour of the Lovern- 
© ment, and that Sir T. Cooke hath voluntarily offered to make ſuch 
y Diſcovery ſo as he may be indemaihied. 
< lt is enacted, That it Sir Thomas Cooke, on or before the 23d 
* Day of April, 6 05. makea true and full Diſcovery upon Oath be- 
; ' fore a Committee of the Lords and Commons, how and in what 
< manner, and to what Perſon or Perſons, and to- what particular 
© Uſes, latent and Purpoſes, and on what Account the faid 90000 ]. 
and the Sum of 67000]. part of the ſaid 772581. have been diſtri- 
, * buted, then he ſhall not, by reaſon of ſuch Diſcovery, be liable to 
* any Adctionof any Perſon other than the Eaſt-India-Company ;, and 
© ſhall be and is pardoned and indemnified for any Crime in the [Þi- 
©ſtribution or Application of the faid Money to any Perſon other 
© than to himſelf, 
© And it is further enated, That the faid Sir Thomas Cooke ſhall, on 
© or before the firſt of September, 1695. either diſcharge himſelf | up- 
© on Oath to the Commiſſioners for ſtating and taking the publick 
© Accounts, of the Sunt of 102531. Reſidue of the faid 772581. or 
« diſcover to them upon Oath how and in what manner, and to what 
© Perſon or Perſons, and to what Uſes, Intent and Purpoſes, and on 
© what Account the ſaid Sum of 102581, hath been diſtributed or 
© made uſe of; and in fuch Caſe he ſhall not, by reaſon of ſuch Diſco- 
© very or diſcharging himſelf upon Oath, be liable to any Acti- 
© on, &c. other than the ſaid Company, and is declared Pardoned 
« for any Crime .he may be guilty of in the Diſtribution or Diſpoial 
© of the fame to any Perſon other than to himſeif; Provided, that if 
© he ſhall not, on or before the ſaid 23d of Avril, make ſach trus 
© and fuil Diſcovery, that then he ſhall from thenceforth continue a 
© Priſoner in the Tower, until he ſhall have made ſuch true and full 


© Diſco= 


of 
oth 
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© Diſcovery upon Oath before the Commillioners for taking the Pub- 


© lick Accounts. | 
This A& being ſo paſs'd, the Lords by a Meſſage acquainted the 


Houſe of Commons, that they had reſolved to nominate 1 2 of their 


Houſe tg be of the Committee appointed by the ſaid -A&, and accord- 
ingly did nominate theſe following Lords; 


The Lord Privy Seal, _ Earl of Monmouth, 


Duke of Shrewsbury, Earl of Marlborough, 

Earl of Mancheſter, Earl of - Torrington, 

Earl of Bridgwater, ! - Lord Viſcount Weymouth, 
Earl of Thanct, Lord Cornwallis, and 

Earl of Rocheſter, Lord Godolphin, 


_ Whereupon the Houſe of Commons Reſolved, that 24 of their 
Houſe ſhould be nominated to be of that Committee, and Ordered 
that the Speaker iſſue his Warrant for Sir Thomas Cooke to attend the - 
Committee of Lords and Commons the next Day. 

Upon the 23d of April Sir Henry Hobart reported the Names of the 
24 'Members appointed to be of their Committee for Examination of - 
Sir Thomas Cooke, VIZ. | 


Sir Fobn Thomſon, Mr. Comptroller, 
Sir Richard Onſlow, Mr. Harley, 
Mr. Bridges, 


Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave. 
Sir Edward Abney, 
Mr. Chadwick, 
_ Sir Herbert Crofts, 
Sir Rowland Gwyn, 
Mr. Papillon, 


Mr. Charles Mountague, 
Mr. Henry Boyle, 

Sir Henry Hobart, 

Sir Thomas Littleton, 
Mr. Hutchinſon, 

Mr. Boſcawen, 


| Sir Walter Young, . 


—_— 


Sir Thomas Pope-Blount, | Sir William Cooper, 
Mr. Clarke, Mr. Brockman, and. 
Mr. Pelham. _ Mr. Gwyn... 


The Report of Sir Thomas Cooke's Account from the Coms 
mittce of both Hoiſes- 


Tueſday tne 23d of April, 1695. 
ln the Excnequer-Chamber, 


T the Committee of both Houſes, appointed to hear and exa- 

mine Sir 7 homas Cooke, in purſuance of the late AQ to invemp- 

n:fy Sir Thomas Cooke from ' Actions which be mignt be liable to, by rea- 

Jon of bis diſcovering to whom he paid and diſtributed ſeveral Sums of 7Mo- 

ney therein mentioned to be recerved out of the Treaſure of the Eaſt-India- 
Company, or jor any Proſecution for ſuch Diſirivution, 

Sir Thomas Cooke being called in, and the Act read, he thereupon 
obſerved to the faid Committee ſomething relating to the Clauſe 
. touching his Impriſoament, and did deſire that in caſe he ſhould 
then make a full and perfect Diſcovery to the Satisfaction of the 
Committee, 1t might by them be repreiented to each Houſe, ſo as 
. he might obtain their Votes for his Diſcharge, he apprehending by 
the Act that no Perſon 1s impowered to releaſe him in caſe of ſuch 
Diſcovery. Wohereupon the Committee acquainted him, that they 
were of Opinion, if he made a full Diſcovery he would not be liable 
to the Penalty of that Act, but however his Scruple ſhould be fair - 
ly repr ſented to both Houſes. 

Sir Thomas Cooke being ſworn, acquainted the Committee, that 
for their Eaſe he had put his Confeſſion down in Writing, and deli- 
vered it to them, a Copy whereof follows. 


The 23d of 4pril, 

A true and full Diſcovery upon Oath made by Sir Thomas Cooke, 
£0 the beſt of his Knowledg, how and in-what manner, and to what 
Perſon or Perſons, and to "what particular Uſes, intents and Pur- 
poſes, and on what Account, the Sum of 67000 1, and the Sum of 
909001, have been diſtributed, Paid, applied, diſpoſed, or made 


uſe of : Which Diſcovery 1s in purſuance of an Act of this preſent 
Seſſion of Parliament, 


6 $5: 
Delivered to Francis Tyſſen oy icveral Tallies for T1050 6 RE 
100001. for the ſpecial Service of the Company, 4n 


- T, 


234 ® 


700KC,, 
what 
 Pur- 
11M of 
made 
reſent 


tne Company by his Solicitations for a new Char- 
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I. 
To Intereſt and Allowance due for the ſaid Tal- ? 0 
lies till the ſame was repaid me, | AR do 


To Mr. Richard A4@on, to defray the Expences 
of himſelf, and for his Friends foltciting to prevent 
2 new Settlement of the Eaft-India-Company, and 
to endeavour the Eſtabliſhment of the old, 
To Ditto, for Intereſt of the Money, and Gra- | 
titude for his Pains, more, c S690 0 00 
To Mr. Nathaniel! Molineux Merchant, for him- 
{elt and Friends, in ſoliciting the Company's Af- 444 | 
fairs to prevent a new Charter, and eſtabliſh the CIS OF. OO 


I ©0900 OO OS 


old, 31o Guinea's, 


To Charges on the Salt-Petre, and for the Tal-' 4 

lies and other Expences, + 104.19: 10 
To Francis Tyſſon Eig; for the Service of the | 

Company, ire © "ye 0 
To what I find by my Notes of Memorandums is 

charged to my ſelf, 100 Guinea's, [ 109 03 04 
To John Chardin, for ſeveral Expences and Ser- 

vices inthe Company's Aﬀairs, & £29.00 60 
To Paul Docminicque Eſq; for ſoliciting the Com- 

- pany's Aﬀairs, to prevent a new Company, and * ' 350 00 ©0 
eſtabliſh the old, 


Lols he had by the Fa#-India-Stock, and on his 


Promiſe to come into the Company's Intereſt, 350 
Guinea's, 00 
To Colonel F:tz-Patrick, for the Service done 


To Captain John Germain, in conſideration of } 
382 01 08 


:DF: 1091 13 04 
ter, 1900 Guinea's, 


ToCharles Bates Eſq; on the ſame Account, 500 
Guinea's, 

To Sir Bazxil Firebrace, in recompence of his 
Trouble in proſecuting the Company's Afairs, and 
11 conſideration of other Loſles he had ſuſtained by 
neglecting his own Buſineſs, and by not engaging 
himſelf with the Interloping Ships, 

2 


i} | To 


I Q©O©00 OO OO 


c 545 16 08 
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To the ſaid Sir Baſil Firebrace, for 501. per cent. 


Loſs on 10000]. Stock, I was obliged to accept of 
him at 1501. per cent. being on the Company's Ac- 


count, 


90001. Stock, 


To Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 per cent. 
80001. Stock, 


To Ditto, for a like Lok of 50 per cent. T 4500 00 


To Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 per cent. ed 3502 00 


7000 I. Stock, 


Stock, 


To Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 per cent. on 6000 5Y 2660-50 


Stock, 
tw Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 pey cent. on 5000 F 2500 00 
NN. 4 Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 per cent. On 40001, Ss 
i Eh for a like Lofs of 50 per cent. on 1000). | $00 00 
-” oy Ditto, for alike Loſs of 50 per cent. on 6000 I. e | 3000 00 
To Ditto, for a like Loſs of 50 per cent. on 4000 of 2000 00 


and Pains about the Charters, and other Afﬀairs 


To the Attorney General, for his great Trouble 
$45 16 


relating to the Company, 500 Guinea” S, RP 
To the Solicitor General, on the ſame At, o, Ir} 


200 Guinea's, 


To Mr. Sambrook, &c, for Charges in paſſing the C 218 os5 


ſaid Charters, 


OS 


OS 


O8 


08 
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The 23d of April 1693. 
An Account of the Diſpoſition of the goooo /, menti- 
oned in the faid Bill, which was for Eaft-India Stock, 
\ bought of ſeveral Perſons for account ot the Exft-India 
Company, as by the Particulars below ap; cars, viz. 


Eaſt-India Stock. 


OOOm AA AOAROAOW Owe es Q © > 


EN le ERR. 
Of Mr. Robert Marſhal 4066 10 0) 3659 17 
Of Ralph Marſhal Eſq; 2033 $0 i829 18 
Of Mr. Abraham Wilmer 5760 17 6 5184 15 
Of Mr. John Blakey IOIG 12 6 O14 19 
Of Mr. William Sheppard 6777 10 © | 6099 15 
Of Sir Salathiel Lovel 1016 12, 6 914 Ig 
Of Paul Docminique Eſqzj 1355 10 © 1219 19 
Of Mr. John Dubois 2033-5 © 1829 18 
Of Mr. Robert Lancaſhire 6777 10 © 6099 15 
Of Mr. FYincent Sheppard 3388 15 © SZ 3049 17 
Of Mr. Francis Gosfright 3388 15-0 be 3049 17 
Ot Frederick Herne Eſq); '$4-22---.:0:-0 1 .v \ 4879 16 
Of Capt. Jonathan Andrews 677 15 © E 609 19 
Of Sir Tho. Grantham 1694 7 6 | 1524 18 
Of John Perry Eſq, -. 23808 140 | 3049 17 
Of Mr. Richard Munford 4744 5 © | 4269 16 
Of Mr. Samuel Ongley 19654 15 © 7996 1 
Of Rich. Mounteney Eſq; 3300 00} 2970 O 
Of Mr. Gabrie! Glover JO © e| 4950 © 
Of Mr. Tho. Powell 17200- 00:4:;:41 1698. 0 


De en. 


SO Os. 


99197 00; (89799 1 11 
For Proviſion, &c. of the ſaid 991 97 1. Stock "a 


computed at 200 1. 18 s. 14, to make up 


200: 18-1 
the 90000 /. 
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90000:-0:-. 0-. 


Thomas Cooke. 


pz; 
'®) 


The 


(25) 
The Original being read by Sir Tho. Cooke, and the Committee 
conceiving it to be imperfeCt, and not ſuch as the Ae requires, they 


acquainted him that they expe&ed a more particular Account of thoſe 
Matters from him. 


To the firſt Sum of 10000 1, mentioned in the ſaid Writing, he 
ſaith, © the ſame was paid to Mr. Tyſſon in November 1692, 
© Thathe gave him no Directions how 1t ſhould be diſpoſed ; but it 
was in expeQation to have the Charter of the Eaſt-India Company 
confirm'd, and new Regylations thereto made ; and they concluded 
it for the Service of the Company. It was intended for the Service 
of the King, but he could not fay the King had it. 
* He believes the Eaſt-India Company never had any Account how 
this 10000 ]. was diſpoſed : He told the Court, (as he remembers) 
that he had diſpoſed of the Money, and they required no Account 
© thereof, | 
© He believes Mr. Tyſon told him, that he delivered it to Sir Joſiah 
Child, who delivered it to the King - He faith *tis a cuſtomary Pre- 
ſent ;, and that in King Charles's, and other former Reigns, the like _ 
© had been done for ſeveral Years; which by the Books of the Com- 
© pany may appear. h 

* That the Company, when tlis Preſent was made, were in anill . 


o 
c 
« 
& 
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© Condition : That he himſelf advanc'd this Sum, and had it not re- 


* paid in 4or 5 Months time ; the ſame, with the Intereſt-thereupon 
© dye, was preſented to the Xing in Tallies, | 
As to the 10000 and 20001. next mentioned in the Account ; he 
ſaith, © thoſe Sums were paid to Mr. Richard AdGon about the ſame 
* time ; who declared,be bad ſeveral Friends capable of doing preat Scr- 
* wice to the Company's Affairs, - and ſeveral of them would ſpeak with 
Parliament-Men : that he could not particularize who they were, 
but the End aim'd at was to get an AF of Parliament. | 
© That he the ſaid Sir Tho. Cooke offered to give the Company an 
Account how the Money was diſpoſed of, but they did not think 
fit to receive it, And further ſaith, © that he knows no Man be- 
ſides Mr. Aon, who can give an Account who had that Mo- 
ney : That he entruſted this Money wholly with Mr. .4@on, tak-. 
' ing him for an roneft and able Man ; the Court having given him 
power, as he conceived, to diſpoſe of the Money by another hand, 
as well as by his own. That the Inducemeats for giving this Mo-. 
ney, were Fears of the Interlopers going out, and Subſcriptions for: 


\ 
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© a New Company going on by which they apprehended the Com=- 
© pany would be ruined. 

< That to the beſt of his remembrance, there was a Bill at that 
< time for another Eaſt-India Company, and that the Xing had ſent 
a Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons to ſettle the Eaft-Indig 
6 I rade.” 

' © That this 100001. was advanc'd by 4Gon himſelf, and ' not. re- 
© paid him in ſome Months after : Which Money he believes 4&on 
© paid away the ſame Seſſion. The other 2000 J. to AGon was for 
* Intereſt, and his Pains, and Expences, which were great. 

* AdJon did ſay he could tell ſome Perſons imployed in that Af- 
fair, He did underſtand that this doney was to be Iaid out for promo- 
* ting their Affairs in Parliament ; could not {ay to whom it was gi- 
* ven, but underſtood it went no further than the Houſe of Commons, and 
* that he found no good fruit by ſuch Diſtribution. 

© That Mr. A&Gon at that time-had an Intereſt in the Eaſt-India 
* Company, to the value of 10 or 20000 1. as he believes, and had fo. 
* for ſome time. | 

© That he gave this 100001. with the privity of' Sir Joſtab Child, 
- who recommended Aon as a Perſon capable of doing the Company 
* Service, having great Acquaintance wit Parliament-2en. and others . 
* who had Interelt with them. 

© That he knows not who A4Gon imployed in the Diſtribution of 
- this Money. 

As to the 3381. 75. 6d. mentioned to be paid to Mr, Molineux ; 
he ſaith, © the ſame was paid him about the. ſame time the Money 
- was paid to Mr. Aon; that Mr. Molineux told him this Money 
© was to be diſpoſed of to the Lord Rivers - But farther faith, © that 
© ſince his Confinement Adolineux had been with him, to tell him that 
© it waS- a wrong thing ; that my Lord never had -1t, that he had 
< made uſe of it himſelf. | 

As to the further Sum of 2501. mentioned in the ſaid Paper; to 
be paid Mr. Tyſ/ſon, for the Service of the Company ; he faith, it 
was paid him about the ſame time, and was 1n relation to Salt-- 
© Petre; but he cannot give any farther Account thereof. 

As to the 2201. mentioned to be paid to Sir Fobn Chardin ; he bc-- 
© lhieves it was for his own uſe; having expended great Sums in the 
© Company's Service, > 

As to the 3521. paid to Mr, Docmmaque ; he faith, He believes the. 
* ;z3Me was expended by. lum, but he knows not to whom he gave It. 
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As to the 3821. 15.8 d, paid to Captain Germain z he faith ,That 
Mr. Germain told him, he had loſt 7500 }. in the Intereſt of the Inter- 
lopers ,, who finding that intereſt to decline, applicd himſelf to him 
the ſaid Sir Tho. Cooke; propoſing, that it he might have half the 
Money which he had loſt repaid him, he would come into the Eaſt- 
India Company's Intereſt : Upon which Conſideration, the ſaid 382 1. 

1 s. 8 d, was paid _ 

© Asto the 10911. 135. 44. paid to Mr. Fitz Patrick deceaſed ; 
he faith, That F:! Pay ick told him he had & great Intereſt with the 
Lord Nottingham : , that he would try what he could do, and he 
did not doubt but he mz;ht accompliſh great Se: vices, provided ne 
might have ſuch a Gum of Money : but he believes the faid Fitz- 
Patrick kept the Money himſelf, 

* That there was a Promiſe of 4 _ ther Sum, if the intended AQ of 
Parliament did not pals. 

* A5tothe 5451. 16 5. 84. it was to be paid Mr. Charles Bates 
when the Charter was ſettled, and was maid accordingly in Od&ob. 
1693. He himſelf had no Acquaint z1ce with him ; but Sir Baſ/l 
Firebrace told him, he had Acquaintance with ſeveral Lords, and 
named the Mar quiſs of Carmarthen, now-DUKE OF LEEDS. 

© As to the firſt 10000 I. paid to Sir Baſs! Firebrace, it was paid 
him about November 1693; and it was all vays his apprehenſion, 
that Sir B, F. kept it for himſelf, to recompenſe his Loſſes in the In- 
terloping Trade. 

© As to the ſeveral other Sums, which compleat the farther Sum of 
390001. paid to Sir Baſil ; he ſaith » they were paid at one time, tho 
depending upon ſeveral Contracis. 

© That it was agreed, in caſe the Charter paſs*d, the Company ſhould 
take 50000 I. Stock of Sir Baſil Firebrace at 150 1. per cent. when the 
Charter was paſs'd. He put this Stock upon the Company at 1 50. 
per cent. their Stock was then at 1001, per cent. by which the Company 
loſt 30000 I. He faith he never could tell to whom this Money was 
aiſtributed 3 nor would Sir B. F. give him an Account of that Mat- 
ter, tho? often ask'd by him to do it : And Sir Ba/ll ſaid if he were 
further preſs'd, he would have no more to do 1n it. 

© That the Charter being paſs'd, the Company paid the 30000 }. 


about January1693, In recompence for the Fall of the Stock. The 


Company was alſo to transfer 400001. more Stock at 100 1. per 
cent. if an Aa paſs'd in 18 Months for confirming and inlarging 
their Charter ; but the Act of Parliament not being paſs'd, the 

* Con- 


(31) 
, Contra&t for that 40000 !. Stock became void. 

Sir Tho. Cooke produced a Contract, dated the 1 9th of Sepr. 1693, 
which was mentioned to be made in conſideration of 300 Guinea's 
paid - him; which Conſideration he declared he had not re- 
ceive 

He likewiſe produced another Contra&, dated 25 O@ob. 1692. 

© He ſaith there were ſeveral Contracts : ; ſome to the value of 
© 60000 I. on account of procuring a New Charter ; and others to 
© the value of 450001. on account of procuring an Aa of Parlia- 
* ment. They were all in Sir B. Firebraces Name ; one of each ſort 
© by him produced to ſhew the Nature of their Contracts. 

* He faith the 300001. was paid to Sir Baſzl, or his Order, ypon 
* ten ſeveral Contracts : It was paid 1n fix ſeveral SUmMs, viz, 15 or 
© 200001. and he thinks 10000 I. apiece, becauſe no more than thar 


© Sum can be ſubſcribed by one Perſon,to Fowls and Wootton ; to Mr.. 


© Edward Allen 50001. to Mr. Hornby 500 }. That the 30000 and 
© 10000]. were ſubſcribed into the Eaſt-India Company and he 
© believes the Subſcribers can give better Information as to theſe 
© Sums. 

* He did not know but the Reaſon, why the 30000 ], was in ten 
© ſeveral Contracts, 'might be becauſe Sir Ba/z} might have occaſion 
« to diſtribute it to ſeveral Perſons, 

© As to the gooool]. he ſaith that it was 990197 ]. Stock, bought 
© for 90000 1. of ſeveral Perſons, for the uſe of the Company, to. - 
© make good the Contracts with Sir Bajil, if he ſhould chuſe to accept 
© Stock. 

© That the Stock was transferr*d to ſeveral Perſons to the Compa- 
© ny's Uſe; that he was accountable for it, that they had his own-. 
: Obligation for- the ſame ; part of which Stock was transferr'd to 
© the Company, other part was ſold to their Uſe, and they have the : 
* Money. 


Upon the 24th of April, Mr. Comptroller reported this Examination 
to the Houſe of Commons; whereupon Debates aroſe about the 
fame, and 

A informed the Houſe, that the Earl of Rivers proteſted he neve: 


had a Penny; and tho? he was now of another Houſe, he had hy 


ſame Eſteem and Honour for this Houſe as heretofore ; and that he : 
had moved the Houſe of Lords, and they had fent for Mobncux. 
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B obſerved, that as to all the little $2zns, Sir Tho. Cooke knows well 
to whom they- were given ; but he could never learn to whom Sir 
B.Firebrace diſtributed the Monies he received : for Sir Ba/l would 
not give him an Account of that Matter, tho" often ask*d by him to 
do it; Ago would have told him, and he would not hear him: So 
between theſe two we are ſawn. You have it among you Gen- 
tlemen, LE 

C obſerves Sir Tho. Cooke's long Preamble. He: had inſpected his 
Papers, and had reduced his Account into Writing, and delivered 
in that Paper : Yet we find nothing but Generals ; not one Date, not 
one Time, &c. Hereupon he was examined by the Committee; and 
with great Difficulty what you have, was drawn from him. | 

As to the firſt 10000 1. we have but an Hearſay : Mr. Tyſſon told 
him he gave ut to Sir Jo/za» Child, who told him he gave it.to the 
King. 

Is to the- ſecond 10000 1. to Mr. Aon, he proffered to tell him the 
Particulars, and he was unwilling to hear him ;, but did not doubt but, 
Afton would give a particular and ſatisfactory Account of all diſtri- 
buted by him : And yet, 1n the ſame moment, being ask*d where, 
and in what Condition this AGon was ; he declared he was a diſtra- 
ted Man, and not able to give you any Account at all. 

As to the 400001. to Sir Baſil F. he believes he kept 100001. to his 
own Uſe; and for the reſt, refuſed to tell him to whom, or for what, 
or when it was iſſued. 

_ He mentions Contra to the value of 60000 1. on account of pro- 
curing a New Charter, and alſo 400001. for an AQt of Parliament. 

They were not Fools, but they parted with Money very cally ; their 
Proprietors are little beholden to them. | 

D ſays no Man 1s innocent, if every Man be guilty : We cannot be 
innocent if we do not lay our Hands on theſe Men, that have betray- 
ed us and the Company, and I hope themſelves. Let us go as far as we 
can, and then we ſhall not bein fault : Moves that Firebrace and Aon 
be ordered to attend the next Day. 

_ E ſeconds the Motion, and moves that they forget not a Mem- 
ber of their own, who is accuſed for receiving a conſiderable Sum. 

After this there came a Meſſage from the Lords, deliring a Con- 
ference; which was had : And there the Lords acquainted the Houſe 
of Commons, that they had Intimation that Sir Ba/zl Firebrace is neat 
at hand,and will appear; and that their Lorſhips are of opinion, that 
all future Examinations of any of the Perſons mentioned in the Re- 


port 
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port of Sir Tho, Cook's Account, be had before a Committee of 


2 


both Houſes, and that their Committee ſhall be the ſame it was laſt. 


Thereupon the Houſe of Commons reſolved that FRE Vembers 
who were of the Committee for the Examination of Sir 79; © vo, 
ſha!l be their Committee for Examination of the Pertons 5 MenLivited 
In the yas of $17 Tho. Cooke” gs A \ CCOUNT, <q Ad ti: Ty $416 y Taye POW ©, 


to ſend for Perſons, Books and Papers. 


Wedneſday, 24 April 1695. 
In the Exchequer-Chamber : 


At a Committee of both Houſes appointed tor the Examination 
of ſeveral Perſons touching the Receipt and DZiltribution of * Monic 
mentioned 1n a late Act, inrtituled, An Ac to mdempiufy Sir Tho. 
Cooke, @&c. 

SIr Baſh | Firebrace being interrogated diag his Reccipt of 10000 
and of 30000 1.” {charged on him ' by Sir Tho. Cooke) a and alſo touch- 
ing the Diſtribution thereof 3 | 

Depoſeth, That the faid Sum of 10000 1. was e1ven as a Gratuity 
to him by the ſaid Sir Tho. Cooke, for his Lolſes; of which he had 
given Sir Tho. Cooke a fatisfatory Account that he received the 
10000 1. ſome time betore the Charter for the Eaſt-India Company 
paſled. 

That the ſaid Sum of 30: 000 1. was received by him by virtue of 
2 Contra& with Sir Tho. Cooke; 1t was tor Favours and Services ' 
done. 

Tak the Stock at the time of the Contract, valued at 150 1. fer 

. falling afterwards to 100 l. per cent. the dliierence was 30000 . 
w Hic ch they made up to him. 

That the Reaſon of the fall of the Stock was the Ships not COMmiINg 
in; andif that had not hapned, he the Deponent had gained as much 
as the 300c0 }, paid him. 

That he is poſitive the 10000 and 30000 1. were directly for him- 
ſelf, and for the uſe of no other Perſon whatſoever, 

That hc paid no part of the {ame towards procuring a Charter, or 
AQ of Parliament, nor made any Promiſe lo to do. 

That he had ſeveral Diſconries with Sir Tho. Cooze about uſing his 
(the Deponent's) Endeavours to procure a. New Charter, . for that it 
was his Intereſt {© to do, aiter the Cot ntracts were made. 


That 
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That he did vſe all his Intereſt to prevail with the Interlopers to for- 
bear Proſecution, and that he did endeavour all he could to improve 
the Company's Stock 3 and made it in his Bargain, that the Company 
ſhould ſubmit to Regulations in their Charter. Be 

He believes that Sir Tho, Cooke might defare him to acquaint him, how 
he Oo” of the Money ;, but that he (the Deponent) told him it was 
not. fair, ?twas contrary to their Agreement ; he was not to ask him 
the Deponent, what he did with his own. ; 

That in ſome of the Contracts the Conſideration, or Pramiun 
(mentioned therein) was paid, and refers to the Contracts ; that in 
ſome - them 5 /. per cent. in others five Shillings, is the Premium men- 
tioned. 

That in the Contra&,15 Septemb. 1693, the 300 Guinea's were paid 
by a Note which Sir Tho. Cooke kept ſome time; and afterwards did 
deliver up to the Deponent, without having received any Money 
from this Deponent. | 

Being asked what particular Service he did, or was to do for prc- 
curing a New Charter ; | 

Saith, That he wild he might anſwer to that at ſome other time 
being not well, not having ſlept two or three Nights, and much in- 
diſpoſed as to his Health. : 

That he was unwilling to take too much upon himſelf, he thought 
he did great Service to the Company 1n Solicitation, and other Ser- 
vices ; he knew not of any Money or Stock given to any Perſon what- 
ever for procuring a Charter. 

Being asked, whether the 30000 ]. or the value of 30000 1. was whol- 
ly for himſelf, and was not diſpoſed to any other Perſon ; 

Saith, That no part of it was to any other Perſoti but to himſelf 
except one 500 1, paid to Mr. Powell, whoſe Chriſtian Name he did 
not remember ; but faith, he lives at Thanet-Houſe : That he was 
not ſure whether he paid that out of this or his own, 

[t was paid to Powell becauſe he had good Intereſt among the Inter- 
lopers, and was inſtrumental in reconciling Differences. 


Die Jovis 25* Aprilis 1695. 
In the Exchequer-Chamber. 


At a Committee of both Houſes appointed for the Examina- 
tzon of ſeveral Perſons touching the Receipts of Monies contained 
in a late Ac, and touching the Diſtribution thereof ; 

_ Mr. 
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Mr. Hynby Goldſmith, exhibiteth to the Committee an Extrat 
of Sir Baſil Fircbrace's Account ; which being examined, and compa- 
red by the Committee, was figned by him, (but in regard of the great 
Length thereof, and for that it.no way tends to the Diſcovery of 
eragwl enquired about, the Reader is not here troubled there- 
with.) 

He depoſeth, That at the time when be ſubſcribed 10000 1. into the 
Eaſt-India Company's Stock, he had Sir Bafil Firebraces Word for 
his Security, in caſe the Stock fell, to have 50001. Part thercof repaid him, 
if he, this Deponant ſhould deiire it at the end of that Year. 

That he did call for his Money at that time, and took the Eaſt- 
India Company?®s Bonds for it, payable in March; at which time a Sale 
commenced, and he having his Money then paid, he transferrd it to 
the Secretary of the Eaſt-Ind:ia Company. 

To the other 5000 1. part of his ſaid Subſcription ; he ſaith, That 
he had no Conditions from Sir Baſil Firebrace for that, having ſubſcri- 
bed before he knew ſuch Terms were to be had. 

That he knows not whether Sir Ba/il Firebrace made ſuch Terms 
with others or not; but hath heard he did the ſame with Mr. 
Fowles. 


Mr. Fowles exhibited an Extract of Sir Baſil Firebrace's Account, 
examined as aforeſaid, and ſigned by him ; but for the Reaſon be- 
fore aſſigned, it 1s not here inſerted. 

He depoſeth, That he cannot remember the Names of any Members 
of Parliament to whom any Money was paid, by Sir Bal Fircbrace?s 
Order. 


That he never keeps any private Notes, or Jſemorandums of Per- 
ſons Names to whom he pays Montes; and hath no other Accounts 


(as to that Matter) but what are in his Books, 


Sir Baſjl Firebrace having deſired Leave to be called in, further 
depoſeth ; 

That having had a Treaty with Mr. Bates, whom he thought able 
to do Service in paſſing the Charter, and to have Acquaintance with ſe- 
veral Perſons of Honour, he, this Deponent, gave two Notes for 5509 
Guinea's to Mr, A4twell, payable to Mr. Bates or Bearer. 

That one Note was for 3000 1. and the other for 2500 ]. 

That he, this Deponent, did put the Notes into Mr. Bates*s hands ; 
who told this Deponent, that he would deal with him for himſelt ; 

F. 2 and 
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nem again. 

That the 2500 Gi1ned” S WETeC Paid aiter the Cha 'tcr for reſtori Ing 
the Faſt-India-Co; pany paſſe ed ; the other for 3000 Guinea's after the 
Charter for Regulation paſſed, 

Thathe had theſe Notes from Sir Thomas Cook ord, and was account- 
able to him for the fan _ which he put into Mr, B3tes's Hands. 

That the {aid Sir Thomas Coo aid } KNOW. as this Dep! INent- ve Trily 


e would Keep the Notes, elſe deliver 


ne 
believes, how theſe Not es were to be diſpoſed: of: And further 
faith, he told Sit Thomas Cooke that Mr. Batcs had Acquaintance 
WIE ſeveral £6rs, naming the LORD PRESIDENT and others. 

That ne this De eponent could not tell who this ? Money was deſigned 
for, or what Bates © lid with it; for that Bates would not deal on ſuch 
Terms of telling NA1530S. | 

T hat Bates did 1ntr CUUCe him this Deponenrt ſeveral times to the 
Lord Preſident, who made forme Scruples in point of Law : Upon which 
this Deponent deſired. his Le cave tnat the Attorney General might wait 
a90n him, and he accordingly brought him. 

That he doth not henry ny otncr Lord to whom Bates intro- 
luced him. | oh 

He alth, that one Day laſt Terk the $000 Guinea's 'were « Eph by 
Rates bat t again to hi 2, Who ſud, that this might make a Noj 
Thatif Gir Thomas Co9, } W thought it too much, he would g give it him 
again :- and that on Tueſday Ia 4.400 Guinea's, being the Value of 

scoT. was brought tot this De ponent 

That _ other 500 Guined's arc Fill 5 z Bates's Hands. 


That Sir Thomas Cooke did fcrupic to take back this Money at firſt, 


but after ans did conſent to it, os e Morning when he was brought 


op oy ob; this Committee - wher eup N t1s Deponent gave hiin Fowle's 


IJ 


te for the Money, Paya ble to Nr. Atwell or the Bearer. And thj 
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Thomas Cooke ſaid tre Account word not be even if the 00 Guinea's 


were brought into toat Accquitt, | 
Thar this vi2s no part of the 4550501. before-mentioned 3 

ponent's Peaoitation. and raid to 

420001. this D/up'ls 11631L Taith WW 3S VWINO! 
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"--T naf they found freat Stops 1 in the Buſineſs of the Ch ATEEY; ey af 
prebended it proceeded ſometimes from my Lord Nattingham, fomctimes 
trom others. | 

That Colonel F:tz-Patrice received 1000 Gumea's on the ſame 
Terms as was with others, if the Charter Pa ſled. He. pretended great 
Intereſt with my Lord Nottingham, aid tnat he could-get Information 
from the Lady Derby how the Re EF F 1eajure was. _ Colonel Fitz. 
Patrick ſaid he would try to prevail with the Lord Nottingham for 


5000 Guinea's upon paſlling the Charter, and 52801. on thi: A#t of 
Parliament, but the Lord Nottinohbam refuſ ed to take it. He heard 


a Note (11s ned by s SIr Ja th Chi 1 and Sir Thomas Cooke) Tor 500007. 
was lodged i in Ty{J077 $1 ands, for about a Year, to be paid in caſe the 
A& paſſed; and that it was refuſed (as he under Itood) by my Lord ' 
Portland: Vhat Tyſſon told him he had made an Offer, and 't WAS Ye- 
jeFed: That Ty/jon told him this 5 OE: 

That 1900 GuineYs were entered in the Eaſt- India- -Company's 

coks, and were. to be paid to Mr ard and Mr. Famkoner, who are 
of the Interloping Intereit, and nade great Oppolition to the Charter, 
Wr. Ward anc 1 it he had Ic. 2 Guinea's he would bring over others to 
the Company?s Interelt : Theſe 1 000 Guinea's were to be paid on Ar- 
rival of the vnip Seyimou? 

That Sir WWillian: Pritchard and Dr. Ratcliffe did accept ſome Eaſt- 
India-Stock, but on the fame Terms as. any Merchant might ; Rave 
done, and they pa 414 their Money for it; 

Richard Aon d. epoſeth, That he received of Sir Thomas Cooke the-. 
Sums of 100001). and 20001], That he this Deponent did tell Sir Tho- 
1145s Cooke, he had Friends who would take Pains to do the Company 
Service, but they would havc 100001. 

That Sir Thomas Cooke agreed 100001, ſhonld be given; where- 
pon this Deponent advanced that Sum. This Deponent had 2000 | 
for his Pains and Trouble in attending two Seflions. IF the Bill for 
2 new Company had pailed, this Deponent was to have had nothing. 

That he verily believes hs gave Sir Thomas Cooke an Account to whom 
e diftrivated 1 it, of elſe he thinks the Money had not been truſted to 
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thern Members, Mr. Wallis, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Docminicqne. Mr. 

Goldwell (who is fince dead) was the only Man which he bimſelf gave 

Money to. | 
That if he had a little time to peruſe his Papers, he could recollect 

further. He then delivered in the following Account : 


Mr. ACTON? Accorpt, 


b; 85 
To Mr. Fames Craggs, —————— ——— 4540. 00 00 
To Colonel Goldwel, Fa Member, dead] ——>—— 1000 o0 00 
To Mr. Cupper, —— —— 103 00 00 
To Mr. James Creſſet, ——— —— ——-_ 200 00 00 
To Mr. Killigrew, mmm 5J© 00 00 
To Colonel Dean, [a Member, dead] -— ——— 50 oo o0- 
To Mr. Thomas Lloyd, +———=——— ——-—— 350 00 00 
To Mr. Edward Ridley, ———— ——— $00 00 00 
To Mr. Thomas Pullen, ——— —— —— -— ——— 50 00 00 
To Col. Philip Darcy, ———-——— ———— —— 300 00 00 
To Mr. Edward Roberts, —- — =—— ——— 200 00. 00 
\ To Mr. Paul Docmimicque, —— — ——.. 500.0000 
To Colonel Vaughan, — —— —— 150 00 00 
To Expences in two Seſlions, - ==—— ———_ 1300 00 00 


and Gratuity, V9 


— 
—O_Þ—_ 


To my ſelf for -advancing Money, apnea; 2666 


my" 


md tanu Won a 


In all 11293 00 00 


It may be remark d upon Mr. Acton's Account, and the Examinations 
of all otbers concerwd in the Diſtribution of vaſt Sums of Money for the 
Eaſt-India-Company, that not one Member of the Houſe of Commons 1s 
charged with a Penny ſave Colonel Goldwel and Colonel Deane, of whom 
the one got but the poor ſcandalous Sum of 501. the other 100901. and 
theſe Gentlemen were both dead. But, 

The City and Chamberlain of London dealt very candidly, they frankly 
detedFed two living Mercenary Members, Sir John Trevor and Mr. Hun- 
gerford, who were expelled the Houſe for taking 7Moneys upon the ſcore of 
. tne Orphans Bill. | 

The Eledors of JAembers of Parliament may do well to be cautioned by 
theſe corrupt Praices, to weigh well upon whom they caſt their Votes upon 
future Eledions;, and that 1s particularly recommended to Colonel Gold- 
wel's late Maſters of the Corporation of St. Edmunads-Bury in Suftolk.7 

| | TVatia- 
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Nathaniel Powell depoſeth, That he was very Inſtrumental in can. 
ſing a good underſtanding between Sir Thomas Cooke and the Inter. 
lopers. | I 
" hat he concerted how to bring about Meetings between Sir Tho- 
mas Cook and Sir Bazil Firebrace, who had been of a different Intereſt. 

That Sir Bazil made ſome Terms with Sir Thomas Cooke, upon 
which a Charter was to be had. 

That he perceived by Sir Baz#l Firebrace there was ſome Difficulty 
inthe Matter. Sir Thomas Cooke in/iſted to know what Sir Bail Fire- 
brace did with the Money, which Sir Baz1il refuſed to let him know. 

That he always withdreiy at their Meetings, his Buſineſs being on- 
ly to go on Errands to procure Meetings: and that one Day he this 


| Deponent asking Sir Zaz Firebraſs, whether he intended to make a. 
. Porter of him; Sir Baz#l gave him his Word that be ſhould have 5c0 


Guinea's, and that about two Months ſince he did receive 5301. tho. 
the Promiſe was to have 1t paid upon paſling the Charter. 

That he hath bought 10 or 150col. Stock at one time of Sir Tho. 
mas Cooke, He never took it to be the Eaſt-India-Company's, but 
Sir Thomas Cooke”s proper Stock ;, and had bis Contra for the Repai- 
ment of it in ſix Months, if deſired + He generally had it repaid. IF. 
any Loſs was, he always look'd upon it as Sir Thomas Cooke*s, and: 


not the Company's Loſs. 


Die Veneris, 26 Aprilis, 1698 
Exchequer-Chamber, 
At the Committee of both Houſes. 


© R. Wootton exhibited a particular Extra& relating to Sir Ba-. 
A zi] Firebrace's Account, taken out of his Caſh-Look, whick 
was the ſame which Mr. Fowle had before exhibited. 

Mr. Bates had been ſummon'd. to appear the preceding Day, and 
was ſeen going through Weſtminſter Hail between 5 and 6 at Night, 
yet could not be found, though the Lords ſent Meſſengers to look 
for him: Upon which their Lordſhips order'd him to be taken into 
Cuſtody ; aad being now {worn and examined, he depoleth, That 
Sir Bazil Firebrace d1d apply himfelt to him to vſe his Intereſt for oþ- 
taining a Charter tor the Ea-11dia-Company, the old Charter be- 
ing forfeited, and t21d him this Deponent they would be wery gratefu!.' 


for it, but cannot rememder that any particular Som was named. 
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That be this TEES aid uſe hrs Tntereſi with the Lord Pr ident, who 
faid, be wozld do what Service he could - And further faith, that the 
Lor d Preſident had deliverd a his Opinion publickly for confirming the 
Chavter, and thouzht the Forfeiture an Hardſhip, 

That the Lord Preſident had often ſhewed himſelf his Friend, 

That he received three Notes for 5500 Guinea's in the whole 
That be ſent a Servant to receive the Money, but camwt lay the. time 
That he told the Lord Prefdent what Sum he had, and world bay 
paſſed it upon my Lord, but he refuſed it. Whereupon this Deponent, 


in regard he could not very well tell Money himſelt, did 95+ 29 of 
. py Lord that is Servant 81; 7ht tell the Money. Towhich my Lord an- 
ſwered, He gave leave ; and accordingly Montieur Rovart did receive 
790 Money. 

That he had not the Notes till after one Charter paſs'd ; . but he 

ſaith, that the Notes were given altogether at one time, and that he 
this Depone nt Zave no. Counter-notes when he received them ; but at- 
terwards he being examined to the ſame Matter, was not poſitive 
that Counter- notes: were not given: That he thinks whenhe had the 
firſt Treaty with Sir Bafzl Firebrace, that Sir Baſil did ſay be this De- 
ponent ſhould have 4 Sum, and thinks he named a particular Sim. 

That $20 Guinea's were received before June laſt, and the other 

five thouſand Guinea's afterwards. 

That the ſaid Notes were not out of his Poſſeſſion from the a 
that he firſt had them, to the time he gave thei to Monfienr Robas 
toreceive the Money ; wao, after he Had received It, brought the 
fame to him, which 5ato rc; mained in bis the Deponent s Poſſeiſion in his 
own Houſe, till be paid 4400 Guinea s thereof back again to Sir Baſil, 
which, as he takes i It, was upon Monday or Tueſday laſt. And be- 
ing examined again tothe ſame Matter, ſaith, 

That theſe 4400 Guined's paid back to Sir BaſIl, l, were in four Bags, 
With eleven! 'Inndred Guinea's in each, Lrought to bin by Robart, with- 
ina Month laſt paſt. As to the 600 Guinea's re! maining of the 5009, 
he at firit faid be bad apt the ſame; and deing atterwards examined 
to the ſame Matter, did ſay, they were at home in his Study ; but he may 
have ſpent ſome 

be Reaſon wiy be paid back tne 4400 Guine?'s was the Noiſe that it 
made, and tha Pe may th ink that he did not deſerve hem. 

That tie whole 5500 Guinea's wer 


F for Its own private Ute, 2nd 
that he might nave Eiven them to his 


e 
1s Footman, 


Sir 
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Sir Baſil Firebrace depoſeth, That tne Za/-India-Company?s Char- 
ter being forfeited, Sir Thomas Cooke and others applied themſelves 
to'him, obſerving him active, and tv nave Iatereft among Noble-men, 
to endeavour the procuring a. new Charter, 'I hat Sir Themas Cooke 
was apprehen{rve that it ſtuck with the Dyke of Leeds, and told him this 
Deponent, that ſome way mult be tv2nd ou: to the Duke, He there- 
upon applied himſelf to Mr. Bates, wino wort'd 19t pretend 72 talk with 
the Duke ;, but ſaid, he the Deponent muſs. tc P14 What the Company 
would Jo, That he told Mr. Bates he thought a Preſent might be 
made of 2 or 30001]. That Mr. Bates told him he went to St, James?s, 
and faid, be had ſpoke with his Friend; and that more had been offered by 
the othcr fide - At another time he ſaid more was offered by one tide ; 
and at laſt ſaid, that 50001. had been offered by another Hand on 
the ſame ſide: . Upon which he this Deponent did not come up to the 
Market. That he acquainted Sir Thomas Cooke with this Propoſal, 
who ſaid, if it was inſiſted on it muſt be done ;, and fo it was agreed to 
offer 5000 Guinea's. Bates then ſaid, this was nothing to him, he 
ought not to be imployed for nothing. So this Deponent was forced to 
- £0 back to Sir Thomas Cooke for new Orders ; and fo 500 Guinea's were 
given to him beſides. That at firſt Bates ſaid, he would undertake no 
further than that the Duke ſhould not oppoſe, but be falent, becauſe he did 
not know but the Duke had engaged himſelf by having ipoke on the other 
ſide. That he this Deponent did except againſt this, becauſe he would 
not let the Company's Aoney £9 for #9hing ; and 1t would reflect upon 
him if nothing appear'd to be done tor It. | 

It was then agreed, that if the DUKE did at in favour of the Compa- 
ay. be ſhould bavve 2 and 3900 Guinea's, ans BAIES 500 GUINE A'S i 
TO HUMUSELF. He this Deponent would have put off his 5co Gui- i 
nea's to the laſt, to ingage him to take the more Pains; but Bates 
ſaid his Friend would have him have the 520 Gninea's to himſel 
firſt. | 

Sir Baſl produced a Copy of Mr. Baiess Receipt of a Note for 
3000 Guineas, which he thereby promiſed not to call tor till the 
Charter ſhould paſs : The Original Mr. >ates nad back whe; the 
Money was paid, and he this Deponent had nct caxen a Copy of the 
Counter-note for 2500 Guinea s. g 
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April the 26th, 1695, 
The Copy of the Receipt then produced by Sir Bazil Firebrace, 


, J Charies Bates of Weſtminſter Efq,, do hereby acknowledg to have 
* A received of Sir Thomas Cooke of London, RE one Note ligned by 
William Atwell for himſelf and Company, dated the 87 Inſtant, 
and payable tony ſelf for 3000 Guinea's, which I promiſe not to 
* receive or alter the Property ct, till ſuch time as the Charter now 
* depending before their Majeities, for making of Regularions, Al- 
*terations, and Additions, to ths Charter and Stock of the nreſent 
* Eaſt-Ingdia-Company, ſhall paſs the Great Seal of. Ezaland- And in 
*caſe the ſaid Charter ſhail not paſs the Grea!. Seal on or betore the 
* 25th Day of AMarch next, 1 do hereby for my ſelf, my Executors 


 *and Adminiffrators, covenant and agree to and with the ſaid Sir 


© Thomas Cooke, his Executors and Adminiitrators, to: reſtore and. 
© return the above-mentioned Note, in the fame manner I received 
*the ſame : But if the {aid Charter ſhall paſs the great Seal on or be- 
© fore the Day above-named, then the Money mentioned in the ſaid 
©Note to remain to me without farther Account: for the ſame, 
* Witneſs my Hand this ninth Day of September, 1693. 


' Witneſs | - 
BF Charles Bates, 


The Deponent further ſaith, That after the firſt Charter was 
aſſed in OFober, he ſent to Mr. Bates that he might call for the Mo- 
ney,” and he did call for it in 2 or 3 Days: That the other Note was 
paid in a Week after the paſling the ſecond Charter, From the time the 


Notes were given they bad free Acceſs to my Lord Preſident, and found bin 


eaſy and willing to give us his Aſſiſtance. 
That Mr. Bates was ſoy, and called it his Friend at Sr. James's : Tha 
the Condition of one Draught, which Mr. Bates brought, was worded, 
m caſe the Lord. Preſident did not affist the Company in paſſing the Coarter + 
to which this Deyonent made an Alteration, by putting out my 
Lord's Name, and making it not payable 1n cate the Charter :: 


z0uld 
not paſs, or to that Effect. Bates ſaid. it came from his Friend at St. 
James's. 


That. 


(43) 

That about a Week before the Adoney was brought back again, this De- 

ponent went to Bates about it, who then told him, 7t was all for him- 
elf. | : 

4 That on Sunday Night -Ilaſt, or Monday, Bates being at his own 
Honlſe, ſaid, be had not toe Money by him, but he would fetch it ; an4 

that the Money he thought was in Silver + but afterwards told this Depo- 
nent it was only a Miſtake, and had brought it in Gold, which by 
computation came to the ſame Sum. 

That when this Deponent told him that Sir Thomas Cooke would n5t 
take the whole back, Bates ſaid, ZE COULD GIVE NO ANSIWVER TO 
IT TILL HE HAD SPOKE WITH HIS FRIEND. 

This Deponent ſaith, That on Monday Izſt 500 Guinea's were lett 
at his Houſe by Mr. Clive, a Friend of Sir FOH/V TREYOR's, who 
ſaid, he brought it from Sir Foby Trevor, to whom Sir Thomas Cooke 
had before paid 1t with his own Hands, under colour of an Arrear 
for four or five Years, as he had been Commiſſioner of the Great Seal 
and that he this Deponent was preſent when Sir Thomas Coke gave it : 
and there was at another time 200 Guinea's ordered to be given to 
him the faid Sir Jobs Trevor as a New-Year*s-Gift, by Sir Joſeph 
Herne. | ©, 

That as to 20000 of the 30000 1. before-mentioned, the ſame 
Sums were not actually paid till fince Lady-day. And as to the other 
100001, he hath it now in Stock-in the EaF-India-Company. 

That as to 5000]: part of the {aid 30000]. he did de/7gn one third 
thereof to Sir EDW ARD SEY MOUR, one third to Sir John Trevor, 
and one third to Mr. Guy. 

That he ofiered the fame to them by Mr. Guy - But Mr. Guy told 
him this Deponent, they did 1:ot defare to meddle with the Stock, but would 
do any Service they could to promote getting the Charter. And Sir 
Edward Scymour afterwards meeting him this Deponent, chid him for 
making that Propoſal, and told him, if he made any more ſuch Prof- 
fers, hc would never have any thing more to do with him. 

That lie tis Deponent U1d tell Mr. Guy, that the Advantage to them 
in paſſing th? Charter and AF of Parliament would be worth 100001. 
among th.m. 

That he this Deponent aid intend a Diſtribution of all the 300007. 
in manner following, v1z. | 

To Sir Ecrrd Seymour, Sir Jehn Trevor, and Mr. Guy, 100000. 
in caſe the Charter and Act of Parliament paſſed, To the Merchants 
Interlopers 100201. and to himſelf 100001. | | 
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That he this Deponent thought himſelf obliged in Honour to pay 
two thirds of the 50001. when received, to Sir Jobn Trevor and Mr. 
Guy : the other third which he intended for Sir Edward Seymour he 


\ kept for himſelf. That Sir Job» Trevor did ſome time afterwards 


eive this Deponent ſome hints of his Expectation. | 

Sir Joſiab Child being examined, ſaid, he never diſpoſed of 107. 
of the Company's to his Remembrance ; a!-3y5 affecting Ignoraiice 
in that Matter. Said, he did recommend Mr. 4Gon, as being an n0- 
neſt Man, and thought he m1ig'.c do Service to the Company in Par- 


| liament, becauſe of his Acquaintance : That he did recommend it 


that a Preſent of 500001. ould be made to the King 1f his Majeſty 
would fo far wave his Prerogative, that an Act of Parliament might 
be paſſed for ſettling the Company ; but Mr. Tyſſon told him, the 
King would not medale im that Matter. 

That he knew nothing of the 400001. paid to Sir Baſil Firebrace - 
ſays, there was a kind of a Committee of 25 Perſons that ſat de die 
1n diem, to deſtroy the Company 3. and he told Sir Thomas Cooke that 
he thought Sir Baſil the fitte$# Perſon to divide them, 

Mr. Atwell produced his Caſh-Books, by which it appeareth that, 

4, 
Odober 9, 1693. Mr. Bates had received 545 06 03 
Offober 10, ——— ——— — 2161 OF 00 
November 16, —— 3275 O00. 00 

And ſaid, the Money was paid by Order of Sir Thomas Cooke, - 

Mr. Bates being again examined, ſaid, he believed the Money 
might be paid as the Books expreſſed. And further owned, that he 
bad not 4400 Guineas in his Houſe on Sunday Night laf, but that the 
4400 Guinea's which he paid back to Sir Baſil Firebrace were brought to 
him by Monſjeur ROBART on Tueſday Morning laſt 8 a Clock. 

Mr. Tyſſon being examined, ſaid, That Sir Thomas Cooke and Sir 
Joſiah Child gave him a Note under their Hands for 500001. which 
was intendcd to be preſented to the King, if his Majeſty would paſs 
an Act of Parliament as they ſhould detire. 

That he acquainted the Lord PORT LAND of the Company's In- 
tention to make ſnch a Preſent, who told this Deponent that the King 
would not meadale with it. And, 

Being ask?d whether he had offered the ſame to the Lord Portland, 


he denied he had ſo done, ſaying, if he had, he muſt never have ſeen 


Dee I TT Ry 


his Fate more. 


ab pes He 
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He faith that when he was Examined before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he did not take 1t that the 10000 }. given to his Majeſty was 
included in the Sum charged upon Sir Tho. Cooke, being before the 
Date of any Order for that Money. 
Mr. Craggs being examined gave inan Account how he had diſpo- 
ſed and applied 454951. with which he was charged by Mr. Aon, 
which Account is under-mentioned ; and he denied that he ever paid 
any Money to any Members of Parliament. 


An Account of the diſpoſal of 45401. which T received of HW. 


Acton, which was diſtributed in the manner following. 


To Mr. Wallis for his Solicitation and Encourage-> 1, þs. &. 
ment to engage in the Company?s Stock and Inte- > 1150 © 0 
reſt. —- EEE | 

To Mr. Chudleigh tor his Pains and Solicitations ——— 100 o 0 

To Mr. Ridly, which was all or the greateſt Part gi- 4 | 


<a 


ven to Mr. Ferguſon to the beſt of my remembrance, —F *+ 9 © 
To Mr. Darcy 50 Guineas in part for his ſoliciting 

and application 1n the Company's Affairs, -—- 34.0.9 
To Mr. Roberts in part for the ſame.-— -—————— 54 0 0 
More in Expences for the Year 1692, -—»=——=—— 390 0 0 
More in Expences for the Year 1693.-- — — 460 0 0 
More in Expences tor the Year 1694.- — 410 0 0 
More for Encourageinent of my. Friends and ſelf to 

ſubſcribe 7000 ]. --—— — —_— — — — 32 9-9 


a new Settlement, and endeavouring to eitabliſh the old 
Eaſt-India Company. 


— IS 


More for my own Pains and Solicitations to prevent 
1468 0 0 


Inall 4540 00- 
James Craggs. 


Mr, Comptroller upon Satnrday the 257th of April made a Report” : 
from the Committee of both Houſes of the ſaid Examinations by 
them taken.z which being read, after the. reading the ſame, the - 
tollowing Debates ar9ſe. 

B itood up and faid, © Mr. Speaker I conceive there is a Neceſ- 
6 ſity to ſearch this Matter to the Bottom. The Houſe has 4 Thread 

$20. 
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in their Hands, they ought to provide Laws for the future to pre- 
vent the Members of this Houſe taking Money. All imapina- 
ble Endeavours have been uſed to ſtifle all Diſcoveries. 10600 /. 
nas ben pretended to be given to the Kins, 509001, offered to 
buy an AG of Parliamcnt or gain their Charter, The Facts prove 
themſelves, and Mr. Bates appears an unfortunate Perſon, whom 
the Care of his Friend [the Duke of Leeds] and the Senſe of his 
Oati have cauſed to make ſuch Contradictions, 
*©.] move that the Houſe would put the Matter in ſuch a Method 
as becomes their Juſtice, and as the ſhortneſs of their time will 
allow. 
** D. Mr. Speaker, I do fully agree with the Worthy Perſon 
near me, that there never were greater and more general I:{tances 
of Corruption, and Necellity of ſpeedy Remedy. That it is very 
fit this Houſe ſhould let the World ſee, that they are in earneſt. 
** I ask leave to put you in mind what Practice and Arts have been 
uſed to ſtifle and ſtop your Diſcovery, ſo that what you have is, as 
it were, by the utmoſt Force and Conſtraint. You cannot won- 
der atit, when you now find ſo great a Man at the Bottom ; but 
there is no Perſon 1m a Poſt ſ» high, that this Houſe cannot reach; no 
Man's Prattice or Art ſo deep, that this Houſe cannot diſcover, _ 
** Here have been all imaginable Endeavours uſed to obſtrut this 
Enquiry. Firſt, his Majeſty's Name was made uſe of at the Com- 
mittees, with Hopes, perhaps, that that might ſtop any farther 
Enquiry ; and 1f it were made uſe of there, you may reaſonably ex- 
pett it was made uſe of elſewhere : but that appeared to be {ſo far 
from being a Matter of Reflection on the X:7g, that Sir Jo/zah Child 
often complained of it, as a Rudeneſs to his 2ajcſty, that what 
other Kings had yearly as a Preſent, they had not offered to his 
Majeſty in three Years: It was indeed, if not a Matter of Right, 
a Matter of Cuſtom. Sx 
«© Thena Noble Lord, who may be named for lits Honour upon this 
occaſion, the Earl of Portland, he when the great Sum of 50000 ], 
was preſg'd upon him, did abſolutely retuis ir, and told them he 
would for ever be their Enemy and Oppoſer, it they offercd any. 
{uch thing to him. 
& 1 having thus mentioned the Innocent, .1 mult ſay jomewhat 
of the Guilty. A ſtop having been put, the DUKE of ZEEDS 
muſt be applied to; Certainly there never was a more n0%9r101s Bribe- 
ry, and that in a Perſon whom we might have expected tO buyg 
Cen 
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© heen free from ſuck a Crime, whether if you reſpec the Greatneſe 

6 Lic Place.or Of HIS FORMER OBLIGATION. lt is fi {peak 
of his Place ,or of HIS FORME? F » 4615 UL TO IPC 

© plainly On inch cccaitions, the Houtz ought to endeavour to're- 


” : ; PDE > 7 mW 4, EI DP. L f" 4H MAAg »n } 2 r | 
© move tucit. a Perio0n IFOMm the 17s 5 Courcit ana Preſence. What 


, IT NE 7 WM 6 ee [ ex 3 the; AO 14) g7 F., 
w Security Can 1126 /\ AO DIVE MET TE GY & 


« ther - We have ſeen our Deſigns icicato?, our Attempts betrayed, 
&« andwhart Wonder 151t ? Can anv ian think it more ſrerange that our 
CC Counſels ſhould he fold abroar, tha that Charters {hould be ſold at 
« Home ? Certainly a Man may reaſcnably believe, that he who will 
« {&}! the. Subjudts wilt ſell the Kingdom if he can have a ſufficient Bribe. 
« vatec Advantage! | 
Concluded, 

« That ſeveral Propoſals for Remedy may be here offered, One 
<< that this Houie ſhould addrejs bis Majeſty to remove the Dake of Leeds; 
but with ſubmillion, an Addreſs is too mean, too low a thing for 


& fore move we may lodg AN IMPEACHMENT. 
' That Tho. D. of Leeds, Lord Preſzdent of his Majeſty's Council, be 
impeached by this Houſe. Fain 

Or thus, 

That Tho. Duke of Leeds be impeached by this Houſe of high Crimes 
and Miſdemeanours, and, particularly of Corruption in taking a Bribe 
of 5000 Guineas to. obtain a Charter and Regulation for the Eaſt-India 
Company. 

E ſays, © I wonder the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſhould ſay that 
*« which I hope he did not believe, that that Lord ſhould bave old our 
& Counſels to France. 

D roſe and ſaid, © It is with fome nneaſineſs I ſtand up, but that 
* Gentleman forces me to it, tor I do not take Pleaſure to rake ina Dung- 
& hil, 1 was far from ſaying any ſuch thing, but argued only from 
&« Poſſibility that it was as reaſonable to believe one as the other. 
** That when Honour and Juſtice were not the Rule of Mens Adions., there. 
was nothing incredible that might be for their Advantage. 

« F ſeconds and agrees in the Motion for an Impeachment. 


Cc 


** nes, can fully. difcover the dark PraCtices in this Aﬀair., That 
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'Loe Queſtion propoſed, wiz. 


That: 


ight and ſold to one ano-, 


< What Prince can bs fate in ſuch Counſels which are given for pri-: 


the Houſe to do at this time, and upon ſuch an occaſion ; I theres. 


** L j275 that God alone, who can produce Light ont of Dark-- 
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That Tho, Duke of Leeds, Preſident of his Majeſties Council, be in- 
peached by all the © ommons of En gland,of »1gb Crimes and A Ofad emcanours. 

« I. thereuſ on demanded, by what Law is 4 Crime to take Aonty at 
Ccurt 7 

« Kanſwered ; If there be not a Law, it is time there ſhould be 3 
© Law to prevent If. 

L ſays, © Tre Law of God is again him, and broke by him. He 
© took an Oath as. 4 Privy- Comnjellor. TFuſtice 1s not to be fold by the 
© Common Law, Brit there are Parliaments to puniſh ſuch Crimes, 
and? iis hoged £! HeE1E:! 3 11] be {lll | , 

21 {ays, ** I 7cems doubtiul whether there be Matter in this Re- 
port for 4: Irpecchments tharetore before the Houſe goes to an 
Im; enchment, they ovght to put the Queition up9n the Report, 
© and fee whether ic be a Crime, 
IN objects, There 15-20 Law, fo no Tranſpreſſion. 

Upon the Lebate te Qu 2/tion Was alterd to, 

It appears to this Houſe, that there ws m the Report now made from the 
Committee of both Houſes ſufficient Mater to in zweach Thomas Duke of 


Leeds, Lord Preſident of hs Majeſty's Council, of 91g Crimes and AMiſ- 
demeanors. 


O, P,Q, R, all moved for exculing. 

'Aftertheſe Debates it was reſolved by the Houſe as follows, v1z. 

Reſolved, That there does apfear to this Houſe pox the Report from the 
Committee of both Houſes, appointed to examine the Perſons 1,.;entioned in 
the Report of Sir Tho. Cooke's Account, that there 15 ſufficient Matter t9 
;mpeach Thomas Duke of Leeds, Pr efident of his Majeſty S most EHonouys 
rable Privy Council, of high Crimes and Miſtlemeanours. | 

Reſolved, That Tho. Duke of Lecds, Preſident, &c. be impeached 
of high Crimes and Miſdemeanours. Hereupon. 

The Houſe ordered Mr. Comptroller to go up to the Lords, and at 
their Bar, in the Name of the Houſe, and of all the "ommons of 
England, impeach Tho, D. of Leeds of high Crimes and Miſdemeanours 3 
and acquaint them that this Houle w1 ill In due time exhibit partt- 
cular Articles aganſt him and make good the {ame. 

$ informed the Houſe of Commons that the D. of Leeds was at the 
Door. and deſired to be admitted into the Houſe to be heard. and he 

Was admitted, and a Chair placed for him within the Bar. And, 

Mr . Speaker told him thar the Houſe being inform'd that his Gr ace 
deſircd to be heard, were ready to hear him, and that there was a 
Chair that his Grace might repoſe himſelf, and lignited to him tha 
he might pleaſe to be covered. | Y The 
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The Duke thereupon fat down, put on his Hat, then roſe, unco- 
vered himſelt and faid, h 
© Mr.Speaker, and Gentlemen of this Houſe, in the firſt Place I thank 
© you heartily for this Favour of hearing me. 
He then proceeded, declaring © his Innocence, and that he had at- 
tended ſooner 1t he had had the leaſt Intimation what the Houſe 
was upon : He wiſhed the Diſpatch thereof had not been ſo quick. 
Thar the Occaſion of his coming, was from the two Votes upon 
the Report from the Commuttce of both Houſes : That lic had 
done all he could to be informed of the Particulars, but could not, 
nor had any Notes. I hat finding himſelf conceri'd, he was ear- 
neſt therein 3 hearing of a Report, a monſtrous long Report, to the 
end he might not lie under the Diſpleaſure of either, or both 
Houſes. | | 
He added, © It is a bold word, but *tis a Truth, THIS HOUSE HAD 
*NOT NOW BEEN SITTING BUT FOR ME. 
© That he was formerly purſued by this Houſe in two Points ; for 
< being for the French-Intereſt, and for Popery : That he had then (if 
© be might have been heard) juſtified himſelf. and hoped he had ſince, 
© and will by all the Actions of his Life. | 
© That one Frrebrace, by the Means of Mr. Bates, was introduced to 
© him: That he had long known Mr. Bates; and it he be not much 
© deceived in him, he cannot believe that Gentleman would have 
© tranſacted ſuch a Matter, if put upon it. 
© That the Evidence is but an Hearſay, and he hopes they will not 
* condemn on Hear-ſay : That he would not take up their time by entring 
into Particulars. | 
© That as well as a Treaty-part, there is alſo a oney-part ; that as 
to the Money-part, much of it is falſe, and what is true he has made 
no Secret : That he can, and doth ſay, that (neither dire&ly nor 
indirealy, upon his Faith and Honour) HE NEVER TOUCHED one 
Penny of the Money. 
© That he obſerves a great deal of Pains has been taken to hook 
and draw in this Matter by a {ide-wind : That this Firebrace thinks 
his Merit will deſerve 10000 and 300001. That this 5500 Guinea's 
was no part of the 40000 I. 
© That theWitneſles were called in by the Committee ; but in this, 
Firebrace, after his firſt Hearing, deſired to be called in again him- 
ſelf, contrary to all Rules : This ſhews tum at leaſt a very willing 
Witneſs, x 
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© That he has aThread which he hopes t5 ſpin finer ; and make it 
E appear, that this was a Deſign laid againlt him long before the na- 
* ming this Committee : That Warning was given him ſome time ſince 
© that this Xatiter would be improved againſt bim : That Firebrace had 
© been told, he ſhould be excuſed if he would charge the Duke. 

© He asks no Favour, but your favourable Juſtice : That it will be 
© a molt unfortunate thing in point of time, to be under the Diſplea- 
© ſure of this Houſe, or of the Nation. 

* He prays that no ſevere Senſe may be put on what will beara can- 
* did One; and that if it may be, the Houſe would recon/rder what is 
* done, or at leaſt preſerve him from Cruelty, and not let him lie on 
© the Rack, and be blaſted until a Parliament ſhall fit again, 


© That if they will proceed, it may be ſpeedily ; for he had rather 


© want Counſe), want Time, want any thing, than le under their or 


* the Natiows Diipleaſure. 


© He concluded, renewing his Thanks, and praying, if they would 
© -not reconfider., that then the: Vatter may be brought to a Determi- 
* nation, andthat he may have at leaſt their SPEEDY FUSTICE. 


This Speech being ended, and. the Duke withdrawn, Mr. Comp- 


troller went up to the Lords (attended by many Members) with the. 


Impeachment. And, 

Art that inſtant it was propoſed in the Houle, Tnat the Articles 
ſhould be forthwith drawn up ; and thereupon the Committee which 
were joined with the Lords, were appointed to withdraw and pre- 
Dare Articles of Impeachment againſt the Duke of Leeds. 

[Note, This Order was made when many of the Members were 
zone up with Mr. Comptroller to the Houle of Lords ; and it was done 
in ſuch haſte, that the Commutee haG not Power to ſend for Perſons, 
Papers, @c. ] 

Mr.Comprroller returned, and reported to the Houſe, that he had 
been at the Lords, and art their Bar imnpeached the Duke of Leeds of 
High Crimes and AMiſdemeanors ; and acquainted them that this Houſe 
W1l in due time exlzbit Particular Articles againſt him, and make 
250d the ſame. | 

Aﬀter the Duke's withdrawing, the Houſz of Comrrons took his 
Speech into Conſideration ; and 

D fays, "That -by this iVoble Lord's Speech, the Point 1s now, whe- 
rey eve Houſe will arraipu the Committee of both Hovſes, or go on witny 
Wor Imfteachiment, 


That: 
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That this Noelle Lord, when be came to the Matter, would not entcy int: 
Particulars, but paſſed it ovcy with Excuſe of wanting time, 

He makes no Excule as to tn? Facts : . His Argument of a Contrivanre 
was, that ths $000 Guinet's charged on him, was no part of the 
400900 1. Fire ac Was tO account tor. But this 15 an Aggravation of 
the Crime, fur Sir Tho. Cooke had a double Account, one with, 
and one without the 5090 Guinea's : and this is an Indication, tha! 
it there was 4 Contrivance, 1t was not by the Committee, but with $ir 
Toym4s Cooke, to ſtifle the Inquiry, and conceal the Corruptior. 

"TT nat tve ſpeedy Juſtice of the Houſe was to be wiſh'd and defired + That 
1! there was fuch a Contrivance, ſuch a Thread as is mentioned by that 
Noble Lord, ?twas not to be doubted, but that Houſe where he is im- 
peached will clear him. 

7 moved that a Committee might be appointed to withdraw to 
conſider what was to be done 1n order to gratify that Noble Lord by | 
ſpeedy Fuſtice. | 

He obſerved, That his Friend's (Mr. Bates) tricking and contra- 
dicting himtelt, 1s more than the Evidence of Firebrace : Who was _ 
his Friend 5 Who was his Servant? Thoſe were Queſtions not to be 
asd. Monſieur Robart was a Servant of my Lord Preſident*s, and 
& fled. —— Mr. Bates {aid he kept the' Money in his Houſe ; What 
was become of 1t ? Sometimes he had ſpent it, ſometimes it was in 
his Cloſet : He did own the Money was not in his Houſe on Sunday ; 
but 07 Tueſday-Morning Robart brought it tobim, but he would never 
declare from whom he brought it. ; 

[1f an Anſwer may be given without Doors, and it will not diſoblige the 
Honourable Member, who made this Inquiry, PIll inform him that the 
Duke's endeared Friend Mr. Bates, to whom his Grace was A SHA- 
DOW # the Matter of the 5000 Guinca's, 15 a Non-Juror, and 


ts at preſ-nt rated in the Pariſh of St. Paul Covent-Garden at 500 I. 


(not 5000 G.) to the preſent Tax of 4 $. per Pound, and pays 12 1, 
this Year for a double Tax for the 500 1. It proves happy to ſome Body 
that the G9d was not now t9 be fetch'd from St. GERMAINS, inſtead of 
St. JAME *F1 


A Meilage was then ſent from the Lords, to acquaint the Houſe 
of Commons, That 1t is the Opinion of their Lordſhips, that the 
Diſcovery made by Sir Tho. Cooke 7s n5t ſatisfadory,, nor ſo full as to 
intitle h;m to the Benefit of the A& made to indempnifty him ; and that 
their Lordſhips deiire the Concurrence of the Commons. They there- 
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npon inſtantly paſs'd a-Vote, as the Lords had'done, and ſent it up 
by the Lord Conmgsby, Then | 

They ordered, that the Committee who withdrew to prepare the Ar- 
ticles againlt the Duke of Leeds, do make their Report on Monday. _ 

[Note, This Order was gained in the Abſence of the Members who were 
at the Committee, and before they had Power to ſend for Perſons and Pa- 
pers - And their being ſo preſſed by Orders made in their abſence, gave occa- 
fron for a Motion, that the Houſe would not proceed on Buſineſs in ther ab- 
ſence, eſpecially upon what related to the Matter referred to theam.] 


Upon Monday it was ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
prepare the Articles againſt the Duke, have Power to ſend for Perſons, 
Papers, and Records, 

A Meſſage came from the Lords, that they have paſs'd a Bill, in- 
tituled, wn AG for impriſoning Sir Tho, Cooke, Sir Balil Firebrace, 
Charles Bates Eſq; and James Craggs, and reſtraining them from alie- 
ning their Eſtates, to which they delire the Concurrence of the Com- 
mons ; and 1t was read. 

Mr. Comptroller reported from the Committee appointed to draw 
up the Articles againſt the Duke of Leeds, That they had prepared 
the ſame, and directed him to report them ; which he did, and they 


were read and agreed to, as follows : 


ARTICLES exhibited by the Knights, Citizens, axd Bur- 
geſles in Parliament aſſembled, in the Name of Themſelves, 
and of all the Commons of England, againſt Thomas Dake of 


Leeds, Prefident of his Majeſty's 20ſt Honourable Privy- 
Council, for High Crimes aud Vildemeanors. 


E. * T8 certain Merchants trading to the Faft-Indies, having 

C either forfeited. their Charter, or being under an A ppre- 
henfion that they had forteited the {ame ; and having made their 
humble Applications to their Majeſties in Council for obtaining a 
Charter of Confirmation, the ſaid Duke of Zceds being then Pre- 
fident of their Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy-Council, and 
ſworn to give their Majeſties true and faithful Advice, did co ;- 
trary to his Oath, Office and Duty to their Majeſtics, and inbreach 
of the Great Truſt repofed in him, by bimfelf, his Agents, or 
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© Servants, corruptly and illegally treat, contra, and agree with 
© the ſaid Merchants, or their Agents, for Five thouſaud 500- 
© Guined's to procure the ſaid Charter of Confirmation ; * and, alſo 
© a Charter of Regulations, or to uſe his Endeavours to obtain the 
© ſame. 

[I. © That in purſuance of ſuch corrupt Contract and Agreement, 
© the ſaid Duke of Leeds did by himſelf, Iis Agents or Servants, re- 
© ceive or accept from the {aid Merchants, or their Agents, cer- 
© tain Notes or Securities, whereby he or they were 1mpowered to 
< receive the ſaid 5500 Guinea's upon the paſling the ſaid Char- 
6 'CET's. 

III. © That ſoon after the paſſing of the ſaid Charter of Confirma- 
© tion, the Sum of 2500 Guinea's, part of the faid 5500 Guinegs ; 
© and ſoon after the paſling of the ſaid Charter of Regulations, the 
© farther Sum of 3000 Guinea's, other part of the ſaid 5500 Guined's, 
© were, purſuant to the ſaid corrupt Contract and Agreement, acu- 
© ally received by the ſaid Duke of Zeeds, or by his Agents or Ser- 
© vants with his Privity and Conſent. And the ſaid Knights, Citi- 
© zens and Burgeſſes, by Protelſtation, ſaving to themſelves the Li- 
© berty of exhibiting at any time hereafter, any other Accuſation or 
© Impeachment againſt the ſaid Thomas Duke of Leeds, and alſo of 
© replying to the Anſwer that the ſaid Duke of Leeds ſhall make un- 
© to the ſaid Articles, or any of them, or of offering Proof of the 
© Premiſes, or any other Impeachments or Accuſations that ſhall be 
© exhibited by them, as the Caſe ſhall (according to the Courſe of 
* Parliaments) require, do pray that the faid Thomas Duke of Leeds 
© be put to anſwer the ſaid Crimes and Miſdemeanors, and receive 
© ſuch Puniſhment as the ſame ſhall deſerve: And that ſuch Pro- 
* ceedings, Examinations, Trials and Judgments, may be upon 
* every of them had and uſed, as is agreeable to Law and Juſtice, 


Theſe Articles were ordered to be engroſs'd; which being done, 
Mr. Comptroller was ordered to carry them to the Lords, which he 
accordinily did. 


Ir the Houſe of Lords, 
Saturday, April 27. 


\bout the ſame time that Mr. Comptroller made the Report to 
the Commons, from the Committee of both Houſes, the Lord Privy 
Seal 
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thereot the Duke of Lecgs expretied himivit in this MANNCT, V1, 
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* That as' he had tormerly proteſted liimfelf to be free in this 
MARteet z 10 hg ia 6 FOOT air ana Honour, that he VW a5 
guilty of any fact Corruptions as were twggelted againit him,. and 
that 1t the waole I ruth wer? laid 61:en, it would tend to his Ho- 
nour and Advantage. | 
© That he would be very iree in telling their. Lord**ing now 
betore-hand, all tnat palled, 48 which he was any ways . »ncerned. 
And thereupon declared, tht Mr. bates introduced Si1 BajJl Fire- 
brace to him, and that he had had Conferences with Sir 84/1 Upon 
, . . —_ . - #7 | S ; 
the Subject of the Ea-India-Company, which Fircbrace was con- 
cern'd tor. 
© That ſometime atter, Mr. Bates came and inform'd him that he 


was to have a Sum of Money of Sir Baſil Fircbrace; and deſired his 


Lordſhip to lend him one of his Servants (Mr. Bates keeping but a 
Foot-man) to receive the Money, and fo he lent him Moniicur 
Robart. 

* That his Lordſhip knew nothing of the Sum ; but afterwards 
Mr. Bates came to him, and told him he had received 5020 Guinea's 
which he offered to him, teiling his Lordſhip that he had been very 
obliging and kind to him ; and that in Acknowledgment of the 
many Favours he had received from his Lordſhip's hands, he hum- 
bly deſired him to accept of them: Which he refatnes, Mr. Bates 
preſs'd him earneſtly to take one half or a quarter ; which he {ill 
refuſed, declaring he would not touch a Penny of them ; and told 
him, fince he had taken them he thought there was no need of re- 
turning them, they were his own, and wifh'd him good, Luck with 
them. As 1 remember (ſaid his Lordilip) I did once to Mr. Harr 

Savile, tor whom I had a great Reſpect; which reminds me of a 
Story I mult needs tell your Lorditips upon this Occaſion. He then 
related the Story : That when he was Treaſurer, the Exciſe being 
to be farni'd, for which many pur in, the Bidders for it (who were 
to give in their Propoſals fealed up) raving applied to Mr. Savile 
for his Intereſt at Court, he came to his Lordihkip and dajired that 
he would tell the Gentiemen that pur in (who were ſeveral) that 
Mr. S4vile had ſpoke for them : What, faid I, i proceeded the Duke) 
would you have me tel] all of them ſo, when but ane is to have it ? 
No matter for that, ſaid Mr. Save, for winerer has it will think 
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(55) 

without more ado: So (my Lords) when the Men came, I told 
them one after another, Sir, you are very much obliged to Mr, 
Savile, Sir Mr. Savile has been very much your Friend. A little 
after, when the thing was ſettled, Mr. Savile came and thank'd 
me. for what I had done; and told me he had got his Preſent that: 
he had expected : which I told him I was glad of, and wiſh'd him 
GOOD LUCK with it, as I now did to Mr. Bates. Andthus I was 
© then a Shadow to Mr. Save, as I was now to Mr. Bates, 

About the time the Duke ended this Specch, private Notice came: 
to the Houſe of Lords, that the Commons were proceeding to an Im- 
peachment againit him z whereupon the Duke left the Honſe in great. 
haſte, and going bo the Door of. the Houſe of Commons, was admit- 
ted, and there made the Speech, as before related, Paxe 49. 


rae. 


a 


Monday, Avril 29. 


The Articles of Impeachment being brought up to the Lords, and” 

read, the Duke of Leeds repeating ſeveral things to the ſame effect 
as formerly, ſaid, © That Mr. Bates deſired that he would allow him: 

© tobring Sir Bafl Firebrace to him ; and that he bid Mr. Bates take 
© care of Sir Baſil, for he took him to be. a veryill Man ; but Mr. 
© Bates ſaid he knew him very well : ſo, after. much Intreaty, his, 
© Lordſhip permitted Mr.-Bates to bring him. 

* That Mr. Bates and his Lordſhip had had along Acquaintance. 
* and Friendſhip, and what he did in this Matter was only to be- 
© friend him. | 

His Lordſhip added, © That this Storm which was now fallen upon 
© him, was ſome time a gathering ; and it was promoted by a F.ACTI- 
© ON, anda PARTY who had only a Pique againſt him z and the King*s 
& Buſineſs bad been delaycd on purpoſe. 
© That he had an Original Letter.which' gave him an Account of 
this ſometime before it broke out; and it appeared only levelÞd 
© againſt him, becauſe none elle were proſecuted : and there ap- 
pear d a Joy they could catch at this, for then they ſtop'd ; and Sir 
Baſal Firebrace was treated with to diſcover only this part, and fo he. 
ſhould be excuſed trom any farther Diſcovery. 
Hs Lordihip concinded praying a Copy of the Articles of his [m- 
neachmentr, and of the Report made by the Committee to the Houſe: 
which was rcadily granted, 
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In the Houſe of Commons. 


Upon Tueſday the 3oth of 4þril, the Houſe read a ſecond Time 
the Ingroſſed Bill from the Lords, tor Impriſoning Sir Thomas Cooke, 
Sir Balil Firebrace, Bates aud Craggs; and committed it to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe. 

The Lords ſent a Meſſage to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that 
the Duke of Leeds having this Day put in his Anſwer to the Articies 
of Impeachment exhibited againſt him, their Lordſhips have ſent a 
Copy thereof to them. 

The Anſwer was received and read, and is as follows : 


The ANSWER of the Duke of Leeds to the Articles of 
Impeachment exhibited againſt him by the Knights, Citti- 
Zens, and Burgeſles in Parliament aſſembled. 


o Yi Defendant ſaving to himſelf all Advantages of Exceptions 
” to the ſaid Articles, humbly ſaith, That he is not guilty of 
* all or any the Matters by the ſaid Articles charged in Manner and 
« Form, as the ſame are by the ſaid Articles charged againſt him. 

Upon the Duke's putting in the Anſwer, he again declared before 
God, and upon bis Honour and Conſcience, that he was not guilty, and had 
great Wrong done him 1n this Accuſation: i 


The Houſe of Commons ordered, that the Committee who were 
appointed to prepare the Articles againſt the Duke, do contider of, 
and prepare a Replication to his Anſwer. 

Upon the 1/# of May the Houſe of Commons ordered their Com- 
mittee, who were appointed to draw.up the Articles againſt the 
Duke, to conſider what 1s the proper Method to compel Witneſſes to 
come in, and give their Evidence upon Traals of Impeachments. 

Then the Commons read a Third time, and paſſed the Ingrofſed 


' Bill from the Lords, for Impriſcuing Sir Tho. Cooke, Sir Batil Fire- 


brace, Charles Bates Eſq; and James Craggs, and reſtraining them 
from aliening their Eſtates ; and ſent it up to the Lords by Sir Her- 
bert Crofts ; who was ordered to acquaint their Lordjhips, that they 
had agreed thereto with ſome Amendments, 
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The Lords then ſent a Meſſage to the Commons to acquaint them 
that they think themſelves obliged in Juſtice to put the Houſe in mind 
of the Impeachment againſt the Duke of Leeds, to which the Duke's 
Anſwer having been tranſmitted to them, the Lords delire to be ac- 
quainted when they canbe ready to make good the Articles of Impeach- 
ment, tothe end a certain Day may be appointed by the Lords tor 
that purpoſe. 

Thereupon the Houſe of Commons ordered that the Anſwer of the 
Duke of Leeds be referred to the Conſideration of the Committee, 
and that they do conſider what is to be done thereupon according to 
the Courſe of Parliaments, and that they do conſider of the Mellage 
from the Lords. | 

© The Duke upon the 2d of ay, complained in the Houſe of Lords 
* of the delay of the Houſe of Commons in not replying to his Anſwer, 
© alledging, that the Impeachment was only to load him with Diſgrace, and 
© that they never intended to try bim, And added, 

<That THE P ARTT uſed great Partiality towards him, and 
© did not tntend to enquire after others : That they ſhewed a Hark of their 
© Partiality and Spleen, in their Amendment to the Bill for Impriſoning 
© Sir Thomas Cooke, Sir Baſil Firebrace and the others, Sir Baſil was to be 
© bailed becauſe he was the Witneſs againſt his Lordſhip. 

LQuezre, Whether they were not the Duke's Friends and Relations in the 
Houſe of Commons, that were for the Amenaments to the Lords Bill, and 
aivided that Houſe for inſiſting upon that Amendment, when the Lords re- 
turned the Bill, with their Diſagreement thereunto. 


2. Whether the Duke's preſſing for ſpeedy Fuſtice, and the Votes occaſioned 
thereby, did not take away all poſſibility of proceeding upon other Matters and 
Per ſons contained mm the Report, | 

Upon the 2d of ay, the Commons reſolv*d, That the Offer of any 
Money or other Advantage to any Member of Parliament for the promating 
of any Matter whatſoever, depending or to be tranſatledin Parliament, #s a 
High Crime and Miſdemeanour, aed tends to the Subverſion of the Engliſh 
Conſtitution. 

Mr. Comptroller, the ſame Day, reported from the Commutee of the 
Houſe of Commons ; © That it is their Opinion, that the proper Me- 
*thod to compel Witneſſes to come in, and give their Evidence upon 
* Impeachments, is, in the firſt place, to iſſue out Summons from the 
5 Houſe to ſuch Wiitneſles for their Attendance : And that it appeared 
*to them, that Monſiewr ROB ART whois a Material Witneſs for 
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making pocd the Articles againſt the D. of Leeds, had been ſummon- 
*.d to attend the Committee, but could not be found ; and it not being 
*3et known where hes, they areof Opinion not to'make any farther 
* Progreſs in the Matter to them referred, until they have the farther 
© Direction of the Houle: - 

Which Reſolution was agreed unto by the Houſe, and an Order 
made, that Monlieur Robart do attend the Houſe forthwith, to be ex- 
amined touching the Matter relating to the D. of Leeds; and that he be 
{ſummoned by the Serjeant at Arms, 

Lpon Friday ay 3, A Notion being made 1n the Houſe of Lords, 
to read the Bill for granting to the King a Uuty upon Glaſs, &c. the 
Duke role up and told the Lords, © That it grieved him, that he, who 
* was as mich as any Man for the Diſpatch of the Money Bills, and 
© ever oppoſed any, ſhould now doit; but he hoped the Lords would 
* conſider his Cale, not only as his, but the Cafe of any of their 


© ordihips; for it was in the Power of a TINXER to accuſe at 


* the end of a Seſſion, and one might lie under it without Remedy : 
* And lince that They, by 171ſmanagement, had delayed this Money Bill 
* for Six Weeks, it would not be of mighty ill Conſequence it ſhould 
© hea Day or two longer. 

* Bis Lordſhip preſs very earneſtly, that if the Houſe of Commons 
© did not reply, the Impeachment might be diſcharged for, if it were nor, 
*he might he under the Reproach thereof all his Life. He believed the 
© Commons would do nothing i it, for tho they had appointed a Com- 
* mittce to mcet, they met but once, and that for Form, and never 
© met more, nor would do any thing in K. 

The ſame Friday ay 3, in the Houſe of Commons, the Speaker ac- 
quainted the Hovfe, that the Serjeant at Arms had inform'd him, that 
bis Meſſenger had been at the D. of Leedss, and ſpoke to his Porter. 
and enquired for Monſieus Robart, to ſummon him to attend the 
Houſe ; and that the Porter faid-he was not within, nor could he tel 
when he would, for he had not ſeen him in three Days paſt, and 
believed he was in the Ccuntrey, but could not tell where, and that the Meſ- 
ſenger bad left aCopy of the Order with the Porter, and told him he 
mult be ſure to give it to Monfieur Robart as ſoon as he could. 

Whereupon the Houſe of Commons reſolved that Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ſhould go and deſire a Conference with the Lords. . to 


which they agreed, and at the Conference the Manapers fos the Com- 
mons delivered this Paper, 


*Thes 
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© That the Commons will make good the Charge againſt the D. of 
© Leeds, in manner and form as in the Articles mentioned, and that the 
© Committee who were appointed to draw the ſaid Articles, have been 
© daily imployed in looking into Evidence againſt the Duke ; and thac 
< in the preparation of the Evidence they meet with an Obſtrution, 
© that Monſieur Robart, who appeared by the Depoſfitions before the 
© Committee of both Houſes to be a Material Witneſs, 1 withdrawn fince 
© the Impeachment was carried uP ;z which has been the Reaſon the Com- 
* mons have not yet acquainted your Lordhips when they can be ready 
©to make good the ſaid Impeachment, the Commons being deſirous 
© that Juſtice be done without any manner of delay. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer reported, that they had acquainted 
the Lords with what the Houſe direfted. 


The Paper bczing brought into the Lords Houſe and read, it was 
moved and agreed, without any Debate, or any Oppoſition made by 
the Duke of Leeds; That an Aadrefs ſhould be made to the King, to 
illue a Proclamation for flopping the Poxts and ſeizing Monſieur Robart. 


Note, The Duke, in aſſiſtance to the Houſe, told them that it was 
requiſite to inſert, the Perſon's Chriſtian Name, and {aid his Name was 
Fon, his Sirname being Robarr. 


© The Duke then roſe up and blamed the Houſe of Commons, for do- 
© ing an unheard of, an unprecedented thing, to charge a Man with Crimes, 
© and to ſay they were ready to make it good, before they had all the 
*Evidence; and now they ſhould ſay they wanted a arterial Witneſs, 
* and lay it upon him to produce this Witneſs : as if a Perſon were ob- 
© liged mnre to produce Evidence to accuſe himſelf, than to anſwer ſuch Que- 
© tions by which be accuſes himſelf. 

< His Lordſhip then proceeded to acquaint the Houſe, that im Tru, 
© he had ſent Monſieur Robart to ſee his Daughter Leinſter, who went 
© into the Country big with Child ; and order'd him to call at Min 
© to ſee his Daughter Plimouth, it being in his way to his Daughter 
© Leinſter s, where the Meſſenger of the Houſe of Commons might 
© have known he was gone if he had askd. £ 


© That his Lordſkip (that there might be no Miſtake ) ſent a Meſſenger 


* on purpoſe for Robart, That his Footman waked him about two - 
2 iS "5 
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© the Clock on Sunday Morning, (for which he was very angry) tolet 
* him know Robart was come, and was in the Houſe, which was as ſoon 
© as he covld poſſibly return 3 That his Lordſhip told the Footman he 
* would go toſſeep, and would ſpeak with Robart in the Morning, when 
* he uſually call'd him 3 but when his Lordſhip ask'd for him in the 
- * Morning, the Footman ſaid he was gone; and upon Enquiry he found 
© Robart did not lie nor pull off his Boots in his Chamber : That the Foot- 
© man ſaid, he ask'd whether the News was true, that hu Lord was Im- 
© peach'd, and Mr.Bates was in Priſon ;, which the Footman own'd to be true, 

6 and his Lordſhip believes that frightewd Robart. | 
_ © That his Chaplain ſhewed hima Letter 
Note, The Duke bad this Litter « g.om Robart, with a deſire to acquaint his 

»þon Wedneſday, but took no no- , , 

tice of Robart's being gone, ov in Lord, that be deſign'd for his own Country, 
his Power to be a Witneſs either © Switzerland, through Folland; from 
again.) or jor him, until this Friday © whence he would write hu Lord a true 


May 3, after the Conference was « _ # the Mato 
bad between the Two Houſes to let pn 4 Mr Biues atter of the 5500 
the Lords know Robart was gone. ulneas ; . 


* That hs Lordſhip knew by the Manner of his Writing, by the Temper 
* of the Man, and by a particular Knowledg he had of bim and of 
*THE THING, that be would not be ſeen here again in haſte, So that 
* My Loras (ſaid bx Grace) If this Man be inſiſted upon as a Material 
Evidence, and that my Trial is to be delayed till this Perſon is forth- 
* coming; When amT likely to be tried ? 1 humbly move your Lordſhips, 
that you will come to ſome Reſolution, that if this Matter be not 
immediately proceeded upon, ſo that I-may be tryed before the 
ending of this Seſſion, that the Impeachment ſhall fall. 


To which ſome few Lords cryed, Well Moved. 


However the Lords read and paſs'd the Bill that ſame Day, for the 
Duty upon Glaſs, &c. and His Majeſty came to the Houſe and pave the 
Royal Aſſent to ſeveral Bills, and amongſt the reſt to the Bill for Impri- 
ſoning Sir Thomas Cooke, Szr Baſil Firebrace,: Bates and Craggs3 and 
allo ro a Bill Intituled, An Af for the King*s moſt Gracious, General and 
Free Pardon but with this Exception amongſt others, 


Except alſo all Perſons who have been or ſhall be Impeached in Parliament 
auring thu preſent Seſſion. 


And 


(SE). 

And then Hi Majeſty commanded the Lord Keeper to Proropue the 

Parliament, to the 18th of June, and it was Prorogued accordingly. 
It muſt be remembred, that upon the 3d of ay, the Houſe of Com- 
m0n5 came to a Reſolution, that the Repore from the Committee of both 
Houſes ſhould be then read 3 and it being read, the Houſe were proceeding 
to charge other Perſons therein named, and in particular Sir FohnTrewvor, 
againit whom an Impeachment was moved ;, and thereupon a Motion be- 
ing made, That a Queſtion for Adjournment for two Hours ſhould be 
put, it was carried in the Negative by a conſiderable Majority : So 
that the Houſe proceeding afterwards to the Impeachment laſt menti-. 
oned, they were ſent for by the Black Rod and prorogued. 


An Abſtraft of the At for Impriſoning Sir Thomas Cooke, Sir 
Bafil Firebrace, eMr. Bates, and My. Craggs. 


y HE Preamble ſets forth, That by ſeveral Informations and Ex- 
; aminations taken before Committees of both Houſes, it ap- 
© pears that there have been divers Practices to procure by corrupt 
© Means a Charter and an A& of Parliament relating: to the Ea#- 
© India-Company ; and Sir T.C. Sir B.F, C, B, and F.C. have been - 
© privy to the ſame : and having not upon their Examination hitherto 
© made a full or ſatisfactory Diſcovery concerning the Premiſes ; 
© To the end that their Perſons and Eſtates may be {ecured fo as to 

© anſwer and be liable to Juſtice in Parliament 

<©It is enacted, that the ſaid Sir T.C: Sir B.F. C. B. and F.C. 
© ſhall be and are committed to the Tower, there to remain in Cuſtody 
© without Bail or Main-Prize, until the End of the next Seſſion of 
© Parliament, unleſs they ſhall ſooner be diſcharged by his Majeſty by 
© the Conſent of the two Houſes. | 

* And it is enacted, that after the firſt of 2ay, 1695. they ſhall * 
© be diſabled from altening, ſettling, charging or incumbring any 
© of their Lands otherwiſe than by their-laſt Wills ; and alſo be difa- 
© bled from conveying or granting any of their Perſonal Eſtate in - 
© truſt for themſelves, their Wives or Children ; and from otherwiſe 
* diſpoſing of any of their Perſonal Eſtate, except for the Subſiſtance 
© of themſelves and their Families, or for paying juſt Debts dne or 


* contracted before the 23d of Afril, 1695. and except periſhable 
* Goods. 


© Pris 
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« Provided that the AQ ſhall not extend to diſable them fromdif- 
« poſing of any of their Eſtates by their laſt Wills. 
< Provided that Sir B. F. may give with his Daughter in Marriage 
« ſich Portion and Proviſion as he hath already agreed to glvye, .not 
 ©exceeding twenty thouſand Pounds. 


' A Proclamation was ordered for ſecuring Monſieur Robart, It bears 

ate the gth of ay, and ſets forth, : 
= © That hore. by Examinations and Informations upon Gath be- 
© fore a Committee of both Houſes of Parliament, touching the un- 
© lawful and indire& giving, receiving, and diſpoſing of great Sums 
© of Money, for procuring Charters for the Eaſt-India-Company, @c- 
c it appeared that Monfieur John Robart was n9# only concerrPd in the Re- 
© ceipt, but was alſo able to give Evidence and make Proof of the Diſpoſal 
© and Application of part of tbe ſaid 7oney : Yet to avoid Fuſtice and 
© the AManifeſtation of the Truth, and to render all juſt and proper 
© Methods of Proſecution ineffectual, he hath withdrawn himſelf and ab- 
* fconds, intending, as ſuppoſed, to eſcape beyond the Seas; and 
« ſetting forth, that the Lords did addreſs his Majeſty to iſſue a Pro» 
© lamation for ſecuring the ſaid Robart. 

< The King requires and commands all his loving Subjects to diſco- 
© yer and apprehend him, and carry him before ſome Juſtice, &c. 
* who are required to ſecure him, and give notice to the Privy- 
© Council or Secretaries, to the end he may be forth-coming, to be 
* dealt with according to Law. And the King requires all Officers of 
« the Ports, Cc. to be careful in the Examination of all Perſons that 
© ſhall paſs, or endeavour to paſs the Seas. And if they diſcover him 
© to.cauſe him to be ſecured, and to give notice, &c. And the King 
* commands all his SubjeRts, at their Peril, that they do not conceal 
© but difcover him, tothe end he may be ſecured. 

T his Proclamation was ordered the 3d, bears Date the 9th, came 
out the 11th, and was proclaimed the 15th of May. 


Now (to.conclude) not to be guilty of the Indecency of asking 
who it was that brought this Proclamation into the Council upon the 
_ oth of Xay, 1 preſume to inquire, whether Monſieur Robart might 

not have been delivered from the Fright he was put into by hearing the 
Duke was impeach'd, and Mr. Bates impriſoned, and been wrought up- 
on to come in, and (tor his Grace's Honour and Advantage) lay open 


the 
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| the wboke Truth. If the Dake had been plexſed to pit an Advertiſe- 
J ment into the Gazette, that he would interpols with his Majeſty 
| to obtain a Pardon for him, (if any way criminal) aad ive him 
5000 Guinea's to befricnd4 him, (or ſomething to ſuch effet): And 
whether ſuch a Courſe would not have been of more Avail for ſeca - 
ring Robart's Forthcoming, and the AManifeſtation of th? Truth, and his 

{ _ Lord's Vindication, than this Proclamation has hitherto been. 


Joſh. 7. 13. Thus ſaith' the Lord God of Iſrael, there is an accurſed 
thing in the midſt of thee O Iſrael: Thou canſt nor ſtand before thine Engc- 
mies until ye take away the accurſed thing from among you. 
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